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Redeemer Celebrates Business Partnerships 
Business and 
community leaders 
network, present 
awards 


BY JENNIFER WEENING 


On Thursday, October 18, busi- 
ness suits filled Redeemer’s foyer 
for Redeemer’s annual 
Community Open House. 

Now in its fourth year, the Open 
House provides an opportunity 
for showcasing and networking 
among local businesses and cor- 
porations. Organized by Dr. Diane 
Dent, Director of Development at 
Redeemer, organizers welcomed 
several of the community's movers 
and shakers in order to exhibit sev- 
eral aspects of the school and share 
updates on its fifth Annual Business 
Campaign and the Growing With 
Integrity Capital Campaign. Several 
businesses were also given the occa- 
sion to present scholarships to stu- 
dent recipients. 

Dr. Justin Cooper, President of 
Redeemer, explains the idea behind 
the Open House: “As an institution 
funded independently of govern- 
ment, Redeemer wants to celebrate 
its connection with our partners— 
both our traditional supporters and 
new supporters from the local com- 
munity, particularly businesses.” 

He was encouraged and excit- 
ed by the turnout and the interest 
shown by local businesses. “The 
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representative Behn Bokma, and Deputy Mayor Bill Kelly at the fourth annual Business Open House. 


open house gives us an opportuni- 
ty to invite people to our campus, to 
showcase our students and to thank 
our partners for their support, mak- 
ing them aware of the latest devel- 
opments at Redeemer,” he says. “We 
have exciting news to share about 
our growth and the kind of univer- 
sity education we offer.” 

Redeemer’s Concert Choir kicked 
off the evening with a beautiful per- 
formance of “Song for Athene,” by 


Perfect Pie 
Predicament Settled 


Potentially offensive 
use of God’s name 
raises eyebrows, 
questions 


BY NATASHA DEAN 


Early this month, about 600 bro- 
chures advertising Redeemer’s fall 
main-stage, Judith Thompson's 
Perfect Pie, were withdrawn from 
Redeemer’s mailroom only hours 
before they were due to be sent to 
known supporters of the Redeemer 
Theatre Arts Department. 

The delivery of the brochures 
was halted not because the script 
contains the occasional use of four- 
letter words and touches on the is- 
sues of emotional and sexual abuse, 
but rather because the word “God” 
is frequently used disrespectfully. 
Redeemer’s Perfect Pie became closed 
to the community at large out of fear 
of the reaction that may be produced 
by using the name of God this way. 
While the situation has changed in 
light of recent developments, one 
thing that hasn’t changed is the ques- 
tion of how to deal artistically with 
subject matter that is sensitive and 
potentially offensive. 

How one uses God’s holy name 
is not a subject to be taken lightly, 
so we always need to look carefully 
at the context in which it is used. If 
you watch a gangster movie, you do 
not expect the characters to say such 
things as “Please put your gun away, 
and let's eat sandwiches while we 


talk about our feelings.” Rather, you 
would expect a commanding state- 
ment with a number of four-letter 
words and at least one inflammato- 
ry reference to the guy’s mother. The 
gangster would speak using these 
words because they are part of his 
everyday language. 

Every country, region, town, 
group, and family has its own vo- 
cabulary. Think of words that belong 
to your family or group of friends. 
Whether you realize it or not, south- 
ern Ontario has its own language 
too. We have our own rhythms and 
ways of speaking that we don’t no- 
tice, but our international and out- 
of-province students sure do notice 
during their first few months here. 

Perfect Pie is set in the small south- 
ern Ontario town of Marmora. 
Thompson snags many elements of 
small-town life for tone and char- 
acterization in her play, and she has 
her characters use the word “God” 
as the exclamatory word of choice. 
Her choice is quite justified because 
of the emotional intensity of the play. 
When a young naive girl is the victim 
of physical, emotional, and sexual 
abuse, the natural human response is 
to look to something outside of our- 
selves—God, perhaps? This word 
may, dramaturgically speaking, be 
a cry for intervention, a realization 
of the need for salvation. No doubt, 
this is what Thompson intends for 
the audience to deduce. However, 
the name of God carries much more 
weight in our community. 

It was initially assumed that the 
script could be tweaked to exclude 
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Friday, December 3 


John Tavener, a piece with) lyrics 
taken from the text of Shakegpeare’s 
Hamlet and the Orthodox Fimeral 
Service. It was an out, /4th®-world | 
experience for those ia adendance, 
as the voices seemed ‘to rise’ to the 
ceiling and fill the entire foyer. The 


performance served as a wonderful 
way to represent the student body 
to the community, even though 
many of those in attendance may not 
have Beery froma faith-based back- 
ground. 
Representatives 


from each of 


The Body 


Redeemed 


at Open House 


Redeemer’s three educational part- 
ners in  Hamilton—McMaster 
University, Mohawk College, and 
Columbia International College— 
were present, and several speak- 
ers remarked on the obvious 
preeminence of education in the 
City of Hamilton. The list of speak- 
ers included Russ Powers, MP for 
Redeemer’s riding of Ancaster- 
Dundas-Flamborough-Westdale; Bill 
Kelly, the Deputy Mayor; Murray 
Ferguson, our City Councillor; and 
Rebecca Wissenz, President of the 
Hamilton Chamber of Commerce. 
Each had a chance to say a few 
words, and the common themes in- 
cluded the importance of education 
for the future, the great presence 
that Redeemer has in the communi- 
ty, and the importance of events like 
these for establishing community re- 
lations. 

Two businesses were introduced 
as new supporters of Redeemer 
through cheque-presentation cere- 
monies. TD Canada Trust donated 
$25,000 to the campus development 
campaign, with the condition that 
the monies go toward environmen- 
tal initiatives on campus. Great West 
London Life Canada delivered a 
cheque for $30,000, which will go to- 
ward a student scholarship valued at 
$1000 per year. 

Several businesses and corporate 
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Did the Renaissance Birth 
Enlightenment Humanism? 


Guest lecturer 
proposes a 
reinterpretation of 
Renaissance history 


BY RICHARD GREYDANUS 


A professor at the University of 
Toronto and a memberof Kkedeemer’s 
Academic Standards Committee, 
Nicholas Terpstra joins the ranks of 
guest lecturers here at Redeemer. 
On November 11, he addressed ap- 
proximately 50 people on the topic 
of Civil Religion in Renaissance Italy. 
Considerable interest was shown by 
students, who made Up half of those 
in attendance. 

The Renaissancé 1s stereotypi- 
cally labelled as the birthplace of 
an atheistic (or at least, agnostic) 
Enlightenment humanism. It was 
supposed to be a period of wide- 
spread rejection of a authoritarian 
and dogmatic Cathdlicism. As a his- 
torian, Professor Tefpstra’s inquiries 
have led him to ofh@f conclusions. 

Vice-President Academic Jacob 
Ellens introduced the lecture with 
a reading from James 2:14, He hint- 
ed at the contribution Terpstra was 
making to an OMmgOing discussion 
about how Christian scholars view 
the Renaissance. Terpstra has writ- 
ten several books ©n the subject of 
confraternities, ce@peratives of peo 
ple that performed acts of mercy 
and other religio¥s rituals in Italy 
during the centuries prior to the 
Reformation. 

Terpstra opened his lecture 
by addressing @ nineteenth cen- 
tury appraisal of the Renaissance 
by the influential historian Jakob 
Burckhardt. Did Burckhardt’s con- 
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Guest lecturer Nicholas Terpstra, professor at the 


i 


University of Toronto and member of Redeemer’s Academic Standards 
Committee, speaks to the Redeemer community on Civil Religion in 


Renaissance Italy. 

ception of a man-centered cultural 
movement fit with the experience of 
the common person? 

Actually, people were very in- 
terested in religion. It is important 
to step out of the realm of intellec- 
tual history and into the lives and 
actions of people on the ground. 
Confraternities brought the spiritu- 
ality of pious friars out of the mon- 
asteries and applied it not only 
through public acts of penance, but 
also by setting up hospitals, orphan- 
ages, and shelters for pilgrims. 

Any discussion of the experience 
of laypeople before the Renaissance 
involves an imaginative leap for 
those participating. God was un- 
derstood in a very immediate sense, 
which is largely foreign to our ex- 
perience. Terpstra spoke of cases of 
divine-mistaken identity, in which 
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people believed they encountered 
Christ in their daily comings and go- 
ings. Christ's words, “I tell you the 
truth, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers of mine, 
you did for me” (Matthew 25:40), 
were not understood metaphorically 
but in a literal sense. For these peo- 
ple, Christ was very much present. 
A natural disaster or plague was 
interpreted in terms of humanity’s 
immediate accountability to God. 
Prayers were given that called for a 
saint's protection in troubled times. 
People cooperated with the Christ 
and the saints in a way comparable 
to a Hebrew understanding of God’s 
covenant with Israel. In this way, 
God’s blessings for righteousness 
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Guest Editorial 


BY BRIAN VANDOOREN 


What am I doing here? I imagine 
that’s a question more than a few 
of us are asking ourselves these 
days. With the pressure of mid- 
terms just barely behind us, papers 
nearly due, and finals looming 
closer every day, it’s only normal 
for us as students to feel more than 
a little swamped. This is typically 
the time when students begin to 
wonder if they belong here, or if 
they can tough it out for even one 
more year. 

What is it, then, 
that keeps us here? 
Or, for those like 
me, what brings 
us back? Clearly, 
different students 
have different rea- 
sons for coming 
and staying, and 
some reasons are 
likely better than 
others. Without try- 
ing to offend any- 
one, let me suggest 
that there are four 
basic groups of stu- 
dents and that each 
group corresponds to one of four 
major reasons people attend RUC: 
the hardcore academic types; those 
trying to graduate with their MRS 
(or whatever the male equivalent 
is); those who are in it strictly for 
social, sporting, or extracurricular 
life; and those who just don’t know 
what else to do. This is, of course, 
oversimplified. No one could pos- 
sibly fit neatly into just one of these 
groups. Even those who are fully 
devoted to leaving Redeemer with 
an engagement ring must dabble 
in academia at some point. 

The problem is that, for many 
people, school is no longer about 
academics at all. Redeemer is such 
a comfortable environment that 
it can become the ultimate hang- 
out. Everyone knows everyone 
else, and for the most part we are 
all friendly; schoolwork becomes 
only an inconvenience. I and sev- 
eral of my friends have succumbed 
to this, and to put it kindly, it led to 
my temporary dismissal. 

People always say that universi- 
ty is the best time of your life, and I 
have to agree. For two years, I had 
an amazing time and did as little 
work as possible, but eventually 
it caught up with me. Those years 
contain my fondest memories, but 
now | am left having wasted thou- 
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Why Are We Here? 


This is typically 

the time when 

students begin 
to wonder if they 
belong here, or if 
they can tough it 
out for even one 

more year 


sands of dollars and a lot of peo- 
ple’s time. 

However, I won't say that I wast- 
ed those years. I refuse to believe 
that the happiest time of my life 
was a waste. I am a completely dif- 
ferent person than I was when | first 
set foot into these halls, and hope- 
fully I am better for it. In the end, 
perhaps the struggle to become a 
better person is more important 
than succeeding academically. This 
is a task for which Redeemer is 
ideally suited. Primarily through 
the school’s focus on God and the 
Bible, and through the welcoming 
student body and caring faculty, 
our four (or six) years here are the 
ideal time to examine ourselves. Of 
course, I hope that, 
for everyone else's 
sake, a student can 
become a better per- 
son without failing 
first. 

What, then, about 
the four kinds of 
students I suggest- 
ed earlier? I hope I 
can warn them. For 
those who don’t par- 
ticularly care about 
academia, — watch 
out! If you have so 
much fun here that 
you stop. caring 
about classes, I can assure you that 
it will not last. For those first-years 
still trying to find their way, hope- 
fully there is enough time left in the 
semester to pull it together. On the 
other hand, for those people who 
lock themselves in their room for 
days on end, remember that there 
is life outside of textbooks. 

I must admit that I once joked 
about people who came here to 
find an engagement ring. However, 
now that I think about it, how can 
I criticize it? Perhaps they know 
their priorities more clearly than 
the rest of us, and) there is\certaine 
ly nothing wrong with wanting to 
get married. Clearly, Redeemer is 
not a dating service, but finding a 
fellow Christian in school seems to 
be a better alternative than picking 
up a stranger in a bar. To be honest, 
I would be happier to leave these 
halls with the love of my life than 
with a diploma...if the right girl 
came along, of course. 

I can’t in good conscience tell 
anyone why he or she should be 
here. I already feel like a hypocrite. 
Still, this is the time, while you're 
feeling all the pressures of school 
and the world weighing down on 
you, to examine what is really im- 
portant to you. Just remember to 
maintain balance. « * 
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The Lunchtime Soup Factor: the 
Good, the Bad, and the Criminal 


COMPILED BY AMYANN FAUL 


NATALIE 
ARMSTRONG 
2ND YEAR 
ON CAMPUS 


ce 


I think the 
variety of sou 
has improve 
this year. As for 
the commuter- 
consuming- 
soup problem, 
there needs to 
be a system in 
place where 
commuters 
and on-campus 
students < 
& a ee 
aying field: 
7 ct card 
that you pay 
for in advance 
(meaning that 
on-campus 
students also 
have the option 
and the cost 
would not be 
taken out of 
our housing 
fees). I think 
the cost is a 
little extreme, 
something like 
$300, I’ve had 


_ three.cups of 
soup ths ar; 
that’s fi 5 Fh00 


per soup. If it 
were up to me, 
I would change 
the entire food 
system here. 
It should be 
more like other 
universities — 
including the 
food store. 
Anything other 
than how it is. 
P.S. What 
happened to 
three-cheese 
cream of 
broccoli? 
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DARYL HEINTZ 
2ND YEAR 
COMMUTER 


ce 


It’s like music 
piracy [when 
commuters 
get the soup 
for free]. 
Just ‘cause 
it’s readily 
available and 
seemingly 
insignificant, 
doesn’t mean 
it’s free or 


‘ 


I've thought 
about stealing 
soup, but I 
haven't gone 
through with it. 


99 


DAN POSTMA 


4TH YEAR 
COMMUTER 
74 
I think $40,000 
should get you 
the occasional 
cup of soup. 
oi) 


OSANNA 
DEELSTRA 
4TH YEAR 
COMMUTER 


ce 


I have a sou 
card —that 
aid for. We 
ave to start 
checking 
cards; it would 
be hard, but 
definitely more 
fair. Soup 
should also 
be optional 
for people on 


‘ 


ca 


sO 
are required to 
pay for. 
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TALITHA 

DYKSTRA 

2ND YEAR 
ON CAMPUS 


ce 


I actually don’t 
eat the soup. 
I’m not a big 

fan of soup 

in general. I 
would rather 

that on-campus 

students were 

able to pay 

separately; 

make it an 

option. 
99 


JIMMY BENDER 
2ND YEAR, 
ON CAMPUS 


(<4 


I think the 
soup is a lot 
better this year. 
I do get soup 
everyday, but 
I guess we 
are paying a 
lot aie aay it 
is. I go back 
for seconds 
because they 
don’t fill the 
cups full 


ANONYMOUS 
COMMUTER 


a4 


I eat soup. Iam 
a commuter 
and don’t have 
a card. It’s a 
crime. I wish I 
didn’t have to 
steal, but it’s 
so good. As a 
commuter I 
have to wake 
up extra early 
and I don’t 
have time 
to make my 
lunch. Change 
the system! 
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ALLOSSERY 
1ST YEAR 
ON CAMPUS 


ce 


Soup is good, 
but more 
tortilla soup is 
needed. I don’t 
know if this is 
criminal, but 
my friends 
bring me back 
soup to the 
dorm when 
I don’t feel 
like getting 
if myself. 

uters 
tting it free? 
we can 
allget along. I 
that God 
gave us all 
soup and we 
can all share 


you speak out = "escup 


STACEY COLLIE 
1ST YEAR 
ON CAMPUS 


ce 


I don’t like 
all the formal 
kinds. I like 
the plain ones 
like cream of 
chicken or 
tomato. And 
what's with 
the weird 
combinations 
like apple- 
celery or 
whatever. Who 
does that?Ah, 
sick! 
>] 
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he Editor 


Christians and Voting 


RE: “CHRISTIANS SHOULD 
NOT VOTE FOR EARTHLY 
GOVERNMENTS,” OCT. 20 


Dear Editor: 

In reading Jim’s article, 1 wonder 
why he attends Redeemer Reformed 
Christian College. 

Reformed stands for Christ's 
Sovereign Rule over all of life, and 
that certainly includes politics. 

“For dominion belongs to the 
Lord and He rules over the Nations” 
(Psalm 22:28), Christ used and uses 
His people for all He rules. Christ is 
the vine, and His children are the 
branches that have to do the fruit- 
bearing. Even with all the sins in us, 
believing and staying in the vine is 
the best guarantee of Christ's for- 
giveness and blessings. 

If we as Christians must be ac- 
tively involved in the redemption 
of every sphere of life as the article 
states, that means every aspect that 
falls under Christ's domain. Since 
Christ's domain is over everything, 
then nothing is excluded for the 
Christian to be active in, whatev- 
er gifts the Lord has given us to be 
active in. The sphere sovereignty is 
meant to protect certain segments in 
society (like home, school, and pri- 


vate businesses to an extent) from 
government influences or meddling. 
Sphere sovereignty keeps each boss 
in its own sphere. 

Jim says, “[The Reformed tradi- 
tion of Kuyper] doesn’t dwell on 
the importance of distinguishing be- 
tween the activities that constitute 
legitimate spheres and the activities 
that are only evil corruptions that 
have no redemptive value.” 

The Lord himself instituted the 
Kingdom of Israel. Read Romans 
13. “For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have 
been instituted by God.” Isn’t that 
a legitimate sphere? Some people 
have trouble accepting this. 

“Il believe that earthly govern- 
ments have no place in God's _per- 
fectcreation” (italics added), Jim 
states. If creation was perfect, I 
could agree with him: then we don’t 
need governments. But through the 
fall into sin the creation became dis- 
torted: “We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning in travail 
together until now” (Romans 8:22). 

“Put your sword back in its place, 
for all who draw the sword will die 
by the sword,” Jim argues, but to 
that I would say this: “[Jesus] said 
to them. “But now, let him who has 
a purse, and likewise a bag. And let 


‘ 
him who has no sword sell his man- 
tle and buy one.” Luke 22:36. Can 
anyone explain wha that text wants 
to tell us? Does t want them 
to perish by that sword? We must 
read the Bible in context. I don’t lay 
blame. We all inci learn. It is also 


how we have been brought up. 
“I believe that Christians should 
refuse to take up : , no matter 


what the situation i8.” In case of 
such conviction, could volun- 
teer to be a Red-cross Worker on the 
battlefield. aa 

If eventually, you got married and 
received from the Lord a little boy, 
and he was being bullied by a group 
of other boys, what would you do? 
Simply believe the Lord will 
take care of it? (He could.) Don’t 
you think that the Lord has given 
all of us certain nsibilities for 
life too? Ee 

Not to have an army is the promo- 
tion of an un-Biblical Pacifism. If all 
Christians would do as the pacifists 
proclaim, then we would have 
a world of co s like Russia, 
China, North Korea, and Columbia. 
Don’t forget all those Islamic coun- 
tries. Christianity would be wiped 
off the face of the earth by persecu- 
tion and discrimi 4 

“I believe that it is useless to place 


faith in the political process with the 
hope of producing Christian leaders 
who can bring the Bible to bear on 
federal legislation. ‘Christian’ gov- 
ernments have existed, and moral- 
ity has been legislated, but has that 
made people, at the core, any bet- 
ter off?” But at least those Christian 
governments had an abortion law 
in place and other Biblical mor- 
als to live by. They didn’t have the 
“Charter of Rights and Freedoms,” 
which has taken our freedom from 
us now. They didn’t legislate a bill 
like Bill C-250 that became the law 
against free speech. 

“That's why it is useless for 
Christians to try to make the world 
better by appealing to politicians 
and lobby groups,” says Jim. Lobby 
groups do the appealing to politi- 
cians. 

I do agree that all the appealing 
that happened to the Liberal gov- 
ernment didn’t help an iota. The 
Liberals were totally ignorant to 
the general public. Thats also a rea- 
son they ended up with a minority 
government. This happened by the 
working of Christ’s sovereign rule. 

In general, Christians don’t want 
any better. They no longer have faith 
in the power of Jesus, that he could 
change Canada overnight or in due 


time. They fail to acknowledge the 
“Supremacy of God and the Rule of 
Law” in the Canadian Constitution. 
That's the reason so many Christians 
voted for the conservative party in 
the last election. 

Have you ever heard of the 
Christian Heritage Party of 
Canada (CHP)? In its constitution, 
it acknowledges Christ as sover- 
eign ruler and Lord of all. If all 
Christians would become members 
of the CHP, we would have a major- 
ity government and could legislate 
to stop all the killing of the unborn. 
So who is to blame for all the abor- 
tions? The Christians are, not the 
Liberal party. 

“Our problems can and are being 
solved by the regenerating work of 
the Holy Spirit in the hearts of be- 
lievers—that is how our Christian 
voice in society has power!” I agree 
that the Word must be spread in the 
power of prayer. 

Am I in agreement on all things 
going along today? Certainly not. 
But Christians have a greater re- 
sponsibility than the article por- 
trays. The earth and its fullness 
belongs to the Lord and we are His 
Stewards. 

Greetings in Christ, 

Peter Hoogendam (Hoagie) 


RE: “CHRISTIANS SHOULD 
NOT VOTE FOR EARTHLY 
GOVERNMENTS,” OCT. 20 


Dear Editor: 

I would like to thank and say that 
I appreciate that Jim Fluit, in his ar- 
ticle “Christians Should not Vote for 
Earthly Governments,” expressed 
his views. I believe that it is our 
duty as Christians to critique and 


hold each other to account, which _ 


also includes our given disciplines 
of study. 

I believe that Jim Fluit’s thesis is 
that Christians should neither vote 
nor engage in any other type of ac- 
tivity that supports earthly gov- 
ernments. He states that according 
to Abraham Kuyper’s diagram of 
sphere sovereignty, we should not 
hold politics as a legitimate sphere. 
It is too bad that Abraham didn’t re- 
alize this; I’m sure he would have 
liked to have known this before 
he became Prime Minister of the 
Netherlands. 

I am sure that Kuyper would 
have questioned himself about this, 
and he probably would have an- 
swered by saying that “God, in His 
Majesty, must flame before the eyes 
of every nation...God cites all na- 
tions and peoples before His high 
judgment seat. For God created the 
nations.... And therefore all these 
nations, and in them humanity, 
must exist for His glory and con- 
sequently after His ordinances, in 
order that in their well-being, when 
they walk after His ordinances, His 
divine wisdom may shine forth” 
(The Stone Lectures, 81). 


How is a Christian to help sup- 
port this if they cannot vote or in 
any other way be involved in poli- 
tics? 

Jim goes on to compare politics 
to the sex trade and slave trade. I 
would argue that Christians should 
become involved in these trades. If 
they are involved in these “trades” 
then, if we assume they are truly 
working and redeeming the creation 
in the name of Christ, then their in- 


volvement will spell the destruction — 


of these awful aberrations of Christ's 
Kingdom. 

Perhaps if Jim had read a little 
further in the Stone Lectures, he 
would have came across the idea 
that government should not be co- 
ercive, but citizens should be will- 
ing to participate in government. 
Kuyper states in the Stone Lectures 
that when criticizing a state without 
the conception of God as head mag- 
istrate, “this mystical state expresses 
and enforces its will only through 
men—what further proof is de- 
manded that this state-sovereignty, 
even as popular sovereignty, does 
not outgrow the abasing subjection 
of man to his fellow-man and never 
ascends to a duty of submission which 
finds its cogency in the conscience?” 
(89, italics added) When Christ re- 
turns and is seated in Jerusalem as 
King of kings, we will submit to him 
not because He is powerful and He 
threatens us with force but because 
we love Him. In this same way, a 
government should not have to use 
force against its “willing” Christian 
citizens in so far as the system ex- 
hibits justice (in the creationally- 
normative sense). 


Jim is absolutely right in saying 
that Christians should not use force. 
This is why it is up to them to get 
involved and attempt to change the 
law to help people and show them 
the error of their ways, not just by 
throwing them in a jail cell, or by 
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Spirit would compel ther 
mit willfully to the power t 


tion in preparation for the coming 
Kingdom. That is the essential idea 
of democracy; the vox populi vox dei 
should be to equate God's authori- 
ty over all people equally. No man 
should be in place of to rule 
over all. Christian thought brought 
forth (not initially: the Greeks must 
be given credit for that) the modern 
conception of democrac 
stitutionalism: that for 


erty for all men to be worship 
God how they saw fit. This was not 
the case in Europe. (Recall the op- 
pression of the reformers, 

In modern society, Christians, I 


would argue, have “dropped the 
ball” so to speak, and the result is 


a very unhealthy political system. It 
must be redeemed and that is only 
possible through the workings of 
the Spirit, who manifests Himself 
through followers of Christ. 

I think Jim is giving an over-sim- 
plification of the possibilities of poli- 
tics, and in a sense undermining the 
power and ability of the Spirit. Jim 
is correct in saying that society has 
in many ways fallen apart in a state 
of anarchy, but he should recognize 
that it is therefore up to Christians 
to attempt to restore God’s order in 
the creation. 

Jim states, “The real problems of 
society cannot be countered by the 
threats and punishments of laws! 
They can only be corrected at the 
root, by a change of heart so radi- 
cal that Jesus Himself called the pro- 
cess ‘being born again.” I would 
have to ask him then: was God not 
fully aware of this idea when He 
created the Mosaic Law? Ah! But 
you say that was the Old Testament; 
that all changed in the advent of 
Christ. Here I turn to Matthew 5:17 
in which Jesus states, “Do not think 
that I have come to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I have not come to abol- 
ish them but to fulfill them. I tell you 
the truth, until heaven and earth disap- 
pear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means dis- 
appear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished.” And we as Christians 
need to bring these laws into view of 
everyone we possibly can. 

If one is to take a holistic ap- 
proach to the Biblical story, then 
according to N.T. Wright (New 
Testament scholar), “It gives us a 
view of creation which emphasizes 


the goodness of God’s world, and 
God’s intention to renew it. It gives 
us therefore, every possible incen- 
tive, or at least every Christian in- 
centive, to work for the renewal of 
God's creation and for justice within 
God's creation.” 

What better way to renew justice 
than through political means! That 
is where the Laws are codified and 
that is where we should be to bring 
God's ordinances to bear for the bet- 
terment of society. If you do not be- 
lieve that the Holy Spirit can redeem 
politics, then you do hold a dualist 
concept, because that means that 
you do not believe that society can 
be redeemed, even though redemp- 
tion is to be understood as holistic in 
its essence. 

I did some homework and found 
out that Mr. Fluit is a business major. 
As a business major, I find him to be 
a bit audacious to be pointing fin- 
gers. I do not at present see any re- 
deeming qualities being woven into 
the current business teachings. I do 
not think that an injection of eth- 
ics will solve the current inabilities 
of the paradigm of modern capital- 
ism and globalization to better bring 
forth Christ's Kingdom. In many 
ways, it is doing quite the opposite. 
I do not wish to delve into this point 
now, but plan to at a later date, Lord 
willing, after I have read Professor 
Boersema’s defense in his text book. 
But when I do engage this topic, I 
hope Jim will confront me with a 
poignant rebuttal so we can devel- 
op truly Christian ideals to work to- 
wards in our given faculties. 

Soli deo Gloria, 

Alexander S.P Kuiper 


RE: “CHRISTIANS AND 
VOTING,” LETTER, NOV. 10 


Dear Editor: 

In response to Brian vanOosten’s 
letter to the editor in the November 
10 edition of The Crown about my ar- 
ticle, I'd like to clarify my argument 
and answer some questions that 
have been raised. Also, I strongly 
encourage everyone to compare this 
response to my original article and 
to the letter VanOosten wrote. 

VanOosten’s first question is “If 
politics is merely a corruption, then 
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what is it a corruption of?” My pre- 
vious analogy of the sex trade didn’t 
communicate my point very well, so 
I'll use the more accurate compari- 
son of the slave trade. 

The slave trade, like politics, is an 
activity that has, for the greater part 
of human history, been regarded as 
a natural part of life. Generations 
of Christians have actively worked 
within the frameworks of both pol- 
itics and slavery, and have failed to 
critically engage these parts of soci- 
ety from a Christian perspective. 

In this respect, it doesn’t help that 
Scripture does not explicitly con- 
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should live within the framework of 
both slavery tics. We have 
to learn how to deal with both in- 
stitutions because are per- 
manent fixtures of culture in this 
fallen world. Howe believe that 


have zero creational normativity 
and, although we will be forced to 
live within these totally corrupt 
structures (hence es for 
citizens to | rulers and slaves to 
obey their masters), both must be 
fundamentally rejected. Take a look 
at Ephesians 6:5-9, 13:1-7, 
and I Samuel 8. iS 

Now, to put van ‘s question 
to rest, I'll hand it to him. I'm 
assuming that he believes slavery is 
purely a corruption when I ask, “If 
slavery is merely 4 COrruption, then 
what is it a corruption of?” 


VanOosten is right in identifying 
that my political views are rooted 
in my belief in the totality of God's 
providence. I believe that God is 
completely in control of everything 
that has ever happened or will hap- 
pen and that He works through ab- 
solutely everything for his sovereign 
purposes, including evil. I think an 
excellent illustration of this truth 
can be found in the book of Job, es- 
pecially the first chapter and the epi- 
logue. Make sure you look into it! 

So, as VanOosten puts it, God’s 
good and perfect plan for the world 
does include homicide, genocide, 
and all other nasty things. And 
God works through the people who 
commit these heinous crimes in 
order that His end may be brought 
about. All evils are necessary in this 
sense, but they still must be rejected. 
Humans can’t totally understand the 


purpose of everything, but we live 
by faith! 

VanOosten suggests a “salient” 
conclusion that could be drawn 
from my original article. He writes, 
“The good example of the sur- 
rounding nations, and perhaps even 
Hitler’s own conscience, would have 
ended —non-violently —his murder- 


ous quest to ride Europe of all un- 
desirables.” Would a good example 
have stopped Hitler? I don’t know, 
but I do know that just because Hitler 
was stopped, it does not mean that 
we did the right thing. The end does 
not justify the means. And I actual- 
ly do believe that Christians could 
have made more of a positive im- 
pact on the Nazis by singing hymns 
while dying in the gas chambers and 
praying for their persecutors than 
they would have made if they were 
fighting back tooth and nail. 

As VanOosten writes, “Different 
spheres have different callings in 
God’s world.” I agree, but creation- 
ally normative spheres do not con- 
flict with and contradict each other. 
For reasons outlined in my original 
article, politics and government are 
fundamentally anti-creational. We 
should obey earthly rulers unless it 
causes us to disobey God, but at the 
root level, civil government has to 


be i 

(As for the good H. Dooyeweerd, 
I give no apologies for using his own 
terms against him, We need to work 
with the words that people under- 
stand to make an impact!) 

— Jim Fluit 
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The Dr. Al Wolters You May Not Know 


His scholarship is 
highly acclaimed in 
the South Korean 
Church 


BY ROBYN KONYNDYK 


What did you do this past 
Thanksgiving? Yeah, I know the ques- 
tion is more than a few weeks late, but 
humour me. Chances are good that 
you did the dinner thing with friends 
and family, and maybe you travelled 
a fair distance or simply stayed on 
campus to catch up on some reading. 
But I'll bet you didn’t take a three-day 
round trip to South Korea. 

That's how Dr. Al Wolters —biblical 
scholar, foundations faculty member, 
and professor at Redeemer—spent 
his Thanksgiving weekend. And why, 
you ask? Well, first of all, let me step 
back for a moment and say that a sig- 
nificant portion of the Redeemer stu- 
dent population is largely unaware 
of Wolters’ work outside of our small 
community. Oh, we may hear exag- 
gerated rumours once in a while of 
a professor who speaks twenty lan- 
guages, discovered the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, and appeared on Oprah last 
week —but seriously, what is the real 
deal with Wolters? 

Wolters is a pretty big name be- 
yond the Redeemer community. His 
book, Creation Regained, is more than 
the Religion 101 buzzwords structure 
and direction. Since Creation Regained 
has been translated into Korean, 
Wolters has become quite a celebrity 
in South Korean Christian circles, and 
his book is now in its twenty-fourth 
printing! No wonder Wolters was not 
surprised (though honoured nonethe- 
less) when the Christian institution, 
Cheonan University in Seoul, South 
Korea, asked him to speak at their an- 
nual lecture series last October. 


Wolters accepted, but he expressed 
concern because he had already 
planned to be at events that would 
require the cancellation of more of 
his classes this semester than he pre- 
ferred. It was decided, therefore, that 
Wolters would visit on one of our hol- 
iday weekends. 

“It was kind of silly,” he reflects. 
“I went there for three days basical- 
ly. It was quite exhausting, but it was 
very exciting and informative, and 
in some ways an inspiring trip, be- 
cause Christianity is spread- 
ing like wildfire in South 
Korea.” Indeed, the amazing 
growth of Cheonan University 
is one example of the spread 
of South Korean Christianity; 
established in 1994, the school 
has already acquired 10, 000 
students! 

Wolters is highly admired 
and respected by young 
and old alike in the South 
Korean Christian community. 
Although Wolters had little 
time to spend with students, 
he says that there were a lot of 
students in the audience when 
he spoke and that they “sort 
of lined up for my autograph 
afterwards.” Posters adver- 
tising the lecture series were 
distributed all over the com- 
munity, and one still hangs 
outside Wolters’ office. (Check 
it out; it’s pretty impressive, 
with a full-colour picture and 
everything.) When the word 
got out, there were more of- 
fers from neighbouring universities. 
“I was told that they had lots of re- 
quests from other universities, that if 
I was coming to Korea, would I please 
speak there.” 

But Wolters stuck to his three- 
day itinerary and had to decline. 
Laughing off labels such as “Korea’s 
Billy Graham,” Wolters says, “Well I 
wish it were true. No, it’s not true at 
all. [Billy Graham] is an evangelist. 
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Well, I’ve heard one story of a person 
actually becoming a Christian after 
reading Creation Regained—that just 
shows how God works in mysteri- 
ous ways.” 

I asked Wolters if he might know 
why his work is so popular in South 
Korea. Is it the specific message of 
Creation Regained that especially rings 
true in Korean culture, or can its pop- 
ularity be attributed to the growth of 
Christianity as a whole? 

“Both,” he answers. “One of the 
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things you have to realize is that a very 
large portion of the Korean Church 


was established by Presbyterian 
missionaries, so they are generally 
Reformed in their outlook. Moreover, 
this particular university has strong 
ties to Calvin Seminary, the Free 
University of Amsterdam, and the 
Theological University in Kampen 
(Netherlarids) that is associated with 
the CRC churches. So they situate 
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themselves, they identify themselves, 
with Dutch Neo-Calvinism. Creation 
Regained is an introduction to that 
kind of thought.” 

We might not recognize South 
Korea’s CRC background at first 
glance. Or, rather, we may recognize 
the Reformed worldview in South 
Korean Christian writings and in the 
living out of their faith, but it’s not 
quite the Westernized version that 
we are used to; the Korean culture 
still acts as a refreshing lens through 
which Reformed Christianity is 
presented. 

“The things that struck me 
about their culture were ge- 
nerically Korean things,” says 
Wolters, citing things such as 
their attitude towards older 
and honoured people. “I mean 
I was an honoured guest—they 
wouldn’t let me carry my brief- 
case.” 

We students at Redeemer 
are often reminded by profes- 
sors in various disciplines that 
we have much to learn from our 
Christian brothers and _ sisters 
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Korea is no exception. 

“What did strike me,” Wolters 
offers, “is how Christianity made 
a big impact on them in their 
prayer life....Part of the reason 
that Christianity is spreading so 
fast there is that they have a tre- 
mendous emphasis on prayer. I 
was told by one of the professors 
[at Cheonan University] that the 
President gets up at 5:30 in the morn- 
ing and spends two hours in prayer. 
And that’s not uncommon. People 
pray all night.” We can also learn 
from their willingness to suffer, says 
Wolters. “There was a church service 
where the preacher was a grandson 
of a man who was martyred for the 
faith.” 

Both of these cultural qualities con- 
tribute to the growth of the South 


Korean church, along with the overall 
emphasis on evangelism. “They gear 
their church life toward evangelism. 
They also send their own missionar- 
ies all over the world. They have far 
more ordained ministers than they 
have Korean congregations, so some 
go to Brazil, some go to China, some 
to South Africa.” 

After learning about the oppor- 
tunities and inspiring situations 
Wolters has discovered in a country 
like Korea, we might wonder what 
he’s doing here at little old Redeemer. 
Is he content to work within the sig- 
nificantly smaller Redeemer commu- 
nity? 

“Oh absolutely. It has its disad- 
vantages in that I’m really the only 
biblical scholar; well, now there’s Dr. 
Bartholomew as well, but at a big- 
ger university you can talk-shop 
more, but that’s true of everyone here. 
[Redeemer] has all its advantages of 
getting to know people much better. 
People ask you for your input. 

“Moreover, you need to realize 
that I belong to the association that 
started Redeemer. In fact, I was at 
the organizing meeting where this 
OCCA (Ontario Christian Colleges 
Association) was first established. 
Redeemer is much more than just a 
place of employment for me. It’s a 
project that I helped to set up, and so 
it's very dear to my heart.” 

If you're interested in hearing more 
about the man behind the legend, just 
stop by and chat with him yourself, or 
maybe you've already had the chance 
to be in one of his classes. Then per- 
haps you know that, for the record, 
he doesn’t actually speak “that many” 
languages: “Dutch, German, English, 
French. I could probably make my 
way in if I was placed in a French set- 
ting, but I can read about a dozen.” 

Not too shabby. In any case, it’s 
easy to see that Wolters has been 
and continues to be a _ blessing 
to the Redeemer community and 
beyond. « ® 


Social Work 
professor imparts 
experiential wisdom 


BY JANINE SIEMENS 


Making a difference does not re- 
quire a picture on the cover of Ma- 
clean’s magazine, nor does it require 
that we replicate the lives of our most 
treasured heroes and heroines. 

When we were young, we learnt 
about those who had stepped forth 
and changed the course of history for 
the better. We learnt about Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. and his well-known “I 
have a dream” speech, and we learnt 
about Rosa Parks and her tremendous 
courage on the bus. And we learnt 
many other stories about people who 
stepped out in faith and courageously 
fought for what they believed. 

We hear about these people, and we 
admire their strength of character and 
marvel at their ability to make a dif- 
ference. But we often overlook the re- 
ality that we have the ability to make 
a difference in life as well. This world 
is made complete not just through the 
efforts of famous or well-known peo- 
ple; rather, it is made complete by ev- 
eryone. Each of us has been placed on 
this earth for a purpose. God created 
all of us with a plan in mind; without 
any one of us, that plan would not be 
complete. 

Throughout life we ask questions 
such as “What do I want to do?” and 
“Who do | want to be?”. Sometimes 
even the question “How can I make 
a difference?” rings in our minds, but 
sometimes we may think that making 
a difference requires a foreign quali- 
ty that we do not own. We may think 
that we are incapable, but so much 
can be accomplished with God. 

People walk in and out of our lives, 
making a difference and shaping who 
we are. Without them, we would be 
incomplete. And likewise, we walk in 
and out of people's lives; without us, 
they would not be complete. We are 
all apart of God’s master plan. With- 
out one another the song in our hearts 
would be incomplete. 

One such person who has shaped 


the lives of many, by doing what she 
believes the Lord is directing her to 
do, may be found right in our school. 
This professor has filled the eager 
minds of her students with, not only 
knowledge, but also wisdom. She in- 
volves all of herself in every activity 
and completes each task to the best 
of her ability. This person is Professor 
Patricia Slade. 

Although many have had the plea- 
sure of sitting in one of her classes to 
be educated, many are not aware of 
the activities in which she has been 
involved. 

In 1998, Slade walked into Re- 
deemer University College. Since 
then, she has taught basically every 
course in social work at Redeemer. 
She said that, “naturally, social work 
is very connected to community, and 
one preferred way to learn is through 
practise. We have internships for stu- 
dents which have included organiza- 
tions such as the Franophone Wom- 
en’s Centre of Hamilton, Inasmuch 
Shelter, Salvation Army, Bethany 
Home, Mission Services, Catholic 
Children’s Aid Society, Beginnings, 
Christians Horizons, and many oth- 
ers.” 

And that is not all that Slade has 
been involved in. “I also led a group 
of students to work in New York City 
two months after 9/11. Last year, an- 
other group worked at the Wayside 
Mission in Louisville, Kentucky, and 
then attended the North American 
Association for Christians in Social 
Work (NACSW) convention. We will 
be doing a similar thing next year in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan,” she said. 

Two months after 9/11, Slade and 
several students went to New York. 
They worked there for the Salvation 
Army. Slade said that they “were 
committed to not allowing anyone 
to leave without help. The students 
worked in intake and assessment, 
meeting those who lived through the 
tragic events. We listened to stories 
and then advocated for financial as- 
sistance.” 

One can only imagine the amount 
of emotion that this experience roused 
both in those who witnessed 9/11 and 
in those who listened to the stories. 
And that was not all that they did in 
New York. They also served food, in- 


teracted with the workers, and much 
more. Undoubtedly, Slade and stu- 
dents have been involved in many 
initiatives that have assisted many 
people, and not only have students 
changed those whom they helped, but 
they were also changed themselves. 
Slade commented, “I know that all 
the students, Brenda Stephensen, and 
I were changed forever by the expe- 
rience. We hold the stories and voic- 
es of many people who touched our 
lives and who thanked us for coming 
so far to reach out to them.” 

On October 20, 2004, Slade re- 
ceived a Hamilton Spectator Publish- 
er Award. It was presented at the 10th 
Annual Partners in Education break- 
fast, which was held by the Industry- 
Education Council at Luna Station. 
This award is presented to “excep- 
tional educators who are recognized 
for their leadership roles.” This year, 
the focus was on experiential educa- 
tion. A total of six awards were given 
out. 

Slade has been involved in a lot, 
and when she was asked about her 
goals for the future, she replied, “To 
keep doing what I am doing. Social 
work is a community-based pro- 
fession, and we need to be commit- 
ted [to] improving and changing the 
community we live in. That is both a 
professional goal and one that hon- 
ours our Creator, God. We need to 
find more ways to partner with com- 
munity projects and have Redeemer 
students interact with others in and 
around Hamilton. We have a respon- 
sibility to use our resources and tal- 
ents to service others. | just help to fa- 
cilitate that.” 

Our futures are unclear, and we 
may not know where God wants us 
now, but we must live for Him contin- 
ually, and by living for Jesus, we make 
a difference. Our influence may seem 
small, but things are not always what 
they seem. Our experiences not only 
impact others, but they also shape us. 
That is why it is so important to live a 
positive life with God. 

Slade has no doubt learnt a lot 
through her experiences. When she 
was asked what she has learnt, she 
replied, “Where does one begin. The 
amazing faithfulness of God comes 
to mind, in each and every aspect of 
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life. It is not always easy to live in the 
centre of His will, as He can place you 
in situations which you don’t really 
enjoy nor feel comfortable. But no 
matter what opportunities He pro- 
vides to ‘stretch’ me, He supports me 
and takes me through the journey. 

“When I was called to New York, 
I had no idea how the administration 
or the students would respond. When 
I approached them, everyone got on 
board immediately and the support, 
in every aspect, was truly awesome. 
The students had a phenomenal time, 
and my colleagues in various depart- 
ments pulled together to make it hap- 
pen. You cannot do these things alone; 
you need God and a lot of human as- 
sistance, and encouragement. I have 
learned how important community 
is, and I want to pass on to students 
the experience of team work and col- 
laboration. It can only happen as we 
work together for something, and 
that is why the experiential part of the 
learning is critical.” 

Slade has definitely made an im- 
pact on the lives of many—with the 
help of Jesus Christ. Some experi- 
ences can be difficult, and obtaining 
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your goals can be a bumpy road, but 
through the challenges we persevere 
because of our faith in God. 

Asked what she believes a person 
should do in order to make a differ- 
ence in life, Slade said, “Keep God in 
the centre of every situation, What- 
ever we do—in thought, word, ac- 
tion and deed—must bring honour 
to our Saviour and Lord. Then share 
what God gives you with others. Put 
love into action. Faith without works 
is dead, so we must continually seek 
ways to demonstrate our faith active- 
ly. And don’t think you have to do it 
alone. Be part of a community group 
that can encircle those in trouble. We 
all need each other. Learn to be vul- 
nerable and to receive as well as give 
help.” 

Slade speaks wise advice that we 
should truly take to heart. In the fu- 
ture, whoever you are and wherever 
you may be, be who God wants you 
to be. Live for Him, and use your gifts 
for Him. Work with one another in 
harmony, and you will not only make 
a positive difference in the lives of 
others, but you will also make a posi- 
tive difference within yourself. € ? 


Need for 
redemption, 
forgiveness stressed 


BY CAROLINE BULK 


The season premier of Orange 
County drew a far greater number 
of Redeemer students than the first 
“How Good Does It Get?” seminar 
of the year. However, despite the 
low attendance, Eileen Fallon led 
those who showed up in an infor- 
mative session based upon three 
chapters of Rick Richardson's book- 
let, Sex: What's God Got to Do With 
it? 

Richardson’s booklet served as 
the introduction to the topic of sex 
in today’s North American culture. 
The sexual revolution of the sixties 
has led to increasing sexual free- 
dom and experimentation. Sex is 
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used to manipulate, entertain, and 
sell. While many view sex as a per- 
sonal choice, more are recognizing 
the pain that goes along with inap- 
propriate sex: abuse, rape, disease, 
and emotional breakdowns. This is 
not what God had in mind when He 
created human sexual drive. 

God’s opinion of sex was ad- 
dressed in the second chapter, “Is 
God Against Sex and Pleasure?” 
The answer is “yes” when it is ex- 
perienced outside the bonds of 
marriage. Sexuality is linked to 
spirituality; when sex is limited to 
a physical experience without inti- 
macy, it undermines one’s sense of 
dignity and self worth. Within mar- 
riage, however, sex is a good gift 
from God, It brings husband and 
wife together as one flesh, uniting 
them physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually. 

The topic of second chances 
was raised in the third chapter, “Is 
There Help for Sexual Mistakes and 


Business Community Recognizes 
Scholarship Recipients 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


donors had the opportunity to 
present student recipients with 
scholarships. Art Smit received both 
the Computer Science Department 
Bursary, sponsored by Net Access 
and presented by president Donald 
McNally, and the Computer Science 
Bursary for Returning students, 
sponsored by an anonymous 
donor. Brian Salemink received 
the Computer Science Bursary for 
Incoming Students, also sponsored 
by an anonymous donor. The Anne 
deBoerLeadershipAward,sponsored 
by DeBoer’s Furniture Ltd., went to 
Christy Paterson. Wesley Zantingh 
received both the Department of 
Business Entrepreneurship Bursary, 
sponsored by K.D. Leroux Sales 
Ltd., presented by Kerry Leroux; 
and the Department of Business 
Entrepreneurship Scholarship, 
sponsored by Fluke Transportation, 
presented by Chief Operating 
Officer and President, Terry Cooke. 
Myroslava Ponomarenko was the 
recipient of the Department of 
Business Leadership Scholarship 
sponsored by Duca _ Financial 
Services Credit Union and presented 
by Burlington branch manager 
Karyn Williams. Matthew Smit 
received both the Department 
of Business Sales and Marketing 
Bursary, sponsored by Atlantic 
Packaging and _ presented by 


general manager Bob Hagen, and 


Dr. Harry Van Dyke presents the Department of History 
Bursary sponsored by Sweet Paradise Bakery and Deli to Richard 
Greydanus, 


the Great West Life-London Life- 
Canada Life Business Scholarship, 
presented by Rick Giulian, regional 
director of the Southwestern 
Ontario Resource Centre. Karen 
Buitenwerf was the recipient of 
the Department of Business Sales 
and Marketing Bursary, sponsored 
by Atlantic Packaging. Richard 
Greydanus received the Department 
of History Bursary, sponsored by 
Sweet Paradise Bakery and Deli. 
The Vision Nursing/Rest Home 
Bursary, sponsored by Vision 74 Inc. 
was presented by president Henry 
vanBarmveld to two_ recipients: 
Emma Boersma and Melissa Verroen. 
Nardeen Faragalla was the recipient 
of the David Maines Christian 
Communications Scholarship 
sponsored by Crossroads Christian 
Communications and presented 
by George McEachern, _ senior 
producer of 100 Huntley Street. And 
finally, Judi Partridge, manager of 
Community Relations and Corporate 
Donations for the Hamilton 
Spectator, presented the Hamilton 
Spectator Writing Excellence Award 
to Jennifer Weening. 

The fourth annual Business 
Community Open House turned 
out to be quite an event. With 
prestigious guests, great food, and 
exciting presentations, the Open 
House demonstrated that Redeemer 
is an up-and-coming school that 
is making positive inroads in its 
community. € 


JENNIFER WEENING 


The first of the “How Good Does It Get” series, led by 


JACOBA GRAHAM 


Eileen Fallon, was held in the Boardroom on November 5. 


Regrets?” It touched on ways of 
dealing with past, negative sexual 
experiences. Often after committing 
a sexual sin, one feels unworthy to 
go to God for forgiveness; instead, 
one adopts the attitude that there is 
no point in trying to recapture the 
purity that has been lost. 

At this point, Fallon emphasized 
the theme of forgiveness, Jesus 
wants to forgive sexual sin when 
people come to Him in repentance, 
seeking His help in overcoming the 
struggles of impurity. 1 John 1:9 re- 
minded those present that “If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins and 
clean us from all unrighteousness.” 
Not only does Jesus forgive those 
who repent, but He also cleanses 
them from their sexual sins, present- 


ing them with a fresh start. God is a 
God of second chances. 

The information presented, along 
with the discussion that was sparked 
by the topic of second chances, was 
relevant for all. For those searching 
for forgiveness for sexual sin, it was 
comforting to be reminded that God 
wants to forgive and cleanse people 
from sexual sin. 

Furthermore, for those who had 
not experienced the need for a sec- 
ond chance, the information encour- 
aged understanding and the helping 
of friends who may need support in 
overcoming sexual sin, The evening 
was a good introduction to the next 
session of “How Good Does It Get?” 
to be held on December 6, entitled 
“The healing starts here.” €? 


H20 Opens Students’ Eyes 


Volunteering 
opportunities offer 
immeasurable 
benefits 


BY JOANNE MCCRACKEN 
AND MARIA VANDERPLOEG 


Are you stressed about upcom- 
ing tests, assignrgents; and papers? 
Worried or confused about classes, 
future career plans, and God’s pur- 
pose for your life? Sometimes taking 
a break from our fast-paced sched- 
ules to volunteer can benefit us as 
well as those in need. Getting off 
campus and being exposed to the 
needs of our community has a way 
of putting everything into perspec- 
tive once again. 

H20 is a volunteer-focused com- 
mittee designed to help students 
do just that. Many of you may have 
seen the big blue binder sitting in 
the center foyer and have wondered 
what it’s all about. It contains con- 
tact information for almost every 
volunteer organization in Hamilton. 
Activities include spending time 
with the elderly or young children, 
sorting food at a local food bank, 
and even taking your turn as a bingo 
caller. 

This year H20 has decided to es- 
pecially make students aware of the 
needs in this community. To do so, 
we have been organizing monthly 
events, arranging everything from 
the place and time, tomeans of trans- 
portation, With our busy schedules, 
these monthly events are opportuni- 
ties to serve without having to make 
a long-term commitment to any par- 
ticular organization, 

In October, H20 Organized a visit 
toa seniors’ home, a trip to City Kidz, 
and an opportunity to sort food and 
clothing at Neighbour to Neighbour. 
These events were poorly attended; 
we hope to see more Redeemer stu- 
dents willing and excited to come 


out for our November events. 

On November 24 and 25 from 
12:30-2:30 p.m., we will again be 
visiting Neighbour to Neighbour 
to help sort food and put together 
Christmas hampers. Things are es- 
pecially busy for this organization 
around the Christmas season, so 
any help would be gratefully appre- 
ciated. If you are unable to make it 
on either of these days but feel you 
would like to serve this way, they 
would love to have you at anytime. 
Another event scheduled for this 
month will be held on November 27 
when we will once again take a trip 
downtown to participate in the City 
Kidz ministry. 

Direct exposure to the emotion- 
al and physical needs of others 
makes us more aware of our role 
as Christians in the community. We 
are called to be witnesses to all na- 
tions, but this doesn’t mean we have 
to leave this area. There are many 
hungry people (both physically and 
spiritually) on our own doorstep. 
Hamilton has a poverty rate high 
above the national average, and we 
do not need to travel far to share 
our resources and the love of God. 
It is simply a matter of responding 
to God’s voice and deciding to act 
upon it. 

Volunteering can be a great time 
of fellowship, whether you meet 
new people or decide to pitch in with 
a group of friends. Volunteering at 
different organizations and work- 
ing with various age groups can 
also give you an idea of where your 
strengths and interests may lie, 
which may in turn give you ideas for 
future career paths. The benefits of 
volunteering are immeasurable, so 
let’s take the time to give back to our 
community, promote Redeemer, and 
be witnesses. 

If you have any questions about 
H20, such as how you may get in- 
volved, please contact either Matt 
Pamplin in Student Life os any of the 
H20 representatives. < 
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WORLD 
NEWS 
FLASH 


BY JAKE BELDER AND 
AARON VERHOEF 


UNITED STATES 


Condoleezza Rice, former 
National Security Advisor, has 
been chosen as President George 
W. Bush’s next secretary of state, 
replacing General Colin Powell. 
If the Senate approves her rec- 
ommendation, she will become 
the first black female secretary 
of state. There are mixed reac- 
tions around the world regarding 
her appointment. Some see it as a 
positive move that will improve 
U.S. foreign policy in the coming 
years, while others view it with 
trepidation, as they are put off by 
her hard-line approach to inter- 
national affairs. 


SUDAN 


U.N. Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan has instructed his secu- 
rity council to issue its strongest 
warning ever to the Sudanese 
government to sign a peace deal 
by the end of the year. This is a 
push to end both the 21-year civil 
war in Sudan and the humanitar- 
ian crisis in the region of Darfur. 
At this point, nearly two million 
people have died in the conflict. | 


EGYPT | 
Agriculture in Egypt faces 
a major problem because mil- 
lions—possibly billions—of red | 
locusts have swarmed into the 
country. The locusts, each of 
which is close to about three inch- 
es in length, stormed in with the 
aid of a southwesterly wind and 
descended upon Cairo. Egypt's 
Ministry of Agriculture immedi- 
ately took measures to contain 
the problem, mainly by the use 
of pesticides. They are convinced 
that it will not prove to be a huge 
problem since the swarms are | 
likely to keep travelling. 


IVORY COAST 


Violence has divided the Ivory 
Coast as rebels continue to hold 
strong in the north, while loy- 
alists maintain their hold in the 
south. The U.N. has imposed 
sanctions upon the country, most 
notably an arms embargo. The 
evacuation of many white west- 
erners continues to have an af- 
fect on the economy. The fleeing 
of the whites, who compose a sig- 
nificant majority of the economy, 
poses a huge problem because it 
puts jobs at risk. The rebels hope 
to overthrow the current gov- 
ernment and remove President 
Laurent Gbagbo. 


RUSSIA 


Russia officially ratified the 
Kyoto Protocol and gave the pa- 
pers to the U.N., ensuring that 
the Protocol will become legal- 
ly binding on February 16, 2005. 
The treaty, which has been rati- 
fied by 55 industrialized nations, 
will make significant cuts in the 
emission of greenhouse gases by 
2012. €? 
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The Battle Against Sin Doesn’t Have to Be Fought Alone 


A new mentoring 
program may 
keep students 

accountable 


BY MORGAN MCPHERSON 


The hot water pounded my skin 
as I stood in the shower of an out-of- 
the-way manor house in England. It 
was my honeymoon—a very painful 
one at that. 

As I stood there allowing the 
water to rush over me, | silently 
thought about where I stood in my 
life, in my heart of hearts, about God 
and who he is. I had been thinking 
about this a lot, and my realizations 
and conclusions where very fright- 
ening. It was like looking into the 
face of all that makes you feel in- 
secure and afraid, and then real- 
izing that the face you are looking 
at is your own. Your face holds the 
wear and tear of life, and it is your 
life, which remains stained on your 
face, that you have to continue to 
live with. 

No matter how much I wished I 
didn’t have the problems I had, they 
remained mine. It was dreadfully 
difficult at times to simply go on liv- 
ing as me. There I was in the shower: 
it seemed as though I was complete- 
ly devoid of any true faith in God. I 
was not sure what to do. 

I thought about the new level 
of companionship I now had, and 
I thought that soon my wife and I 
would be divided on perhaps the 
most important questions of moral- 
ity and human meaning. I knew that 
my wife would not leave me; but if 
I wasn’t a Christian, would I really 


want to limit myself to being mar- 
ried to a believer? 

A deeply rooted sadness seemed 
to drag my heart out of my body and 
send it rushing down the drain with 
the hot water. There was perhaps 
only one word that could adequately 
describe this emotion: despair. Once 
one realizes that he is a true atheist, 
that the heavens are silent for him, 
and that there is no hope and all is 
meaningless, one realizes the abso- 
lute futility of life. 

I was not sure that God could re- 
vive me. 

God's gift: a mentor 

I spent the next couple of weeks 
talking to and struggling with a 
Christian mentor. All the while I 
did not let my wife know what I 
was going through, although she 
knew that something was obvious- 
ly wrong. 

My lack of belief was something 
that had been growing in me for 
quite some time. It did not spring 
up overnight; rather, it was brought 
to my attention by someone willing 
to listen to what I had to say. He lis- 
tened to the questions behind the 
questions; he saw the sin behind the 
sin. During the two-and-a-half years 
after I became a Christian, I devel- 
oped some misconceptions about 
God. As any new convert, I was zeal- 
ous for the truth of Christianity, but 
over time that became everything: 
I was zealous for the truth, not for 
God. 

Through weeks of sorrow and 
struggle during which I retraced my 
past and confronted the grief rooted 
in my youth, I came to realize that 
some of the characteristics I thought 
God embodied were actually char- 
acteristics of people who had hurt 
me. They were characteristics I had 
falsely attributed to His character. 


Day after da ys | 
tor about these 
and day after d 
to my cries. 

One of the r 
ences is to 


ounded my men- 


tormenting things, 
y he quietly listened 


most amazing experi- 
y in someone's presence 
and feel ashamed and vulnerable, 
but not rejected, | realized that God 
was not like my parents: he was not 
absent, critical, or flawed. God was 
not like those who had bullied me, 
hurt me, and distorted my image. 
I realized that Yahweh was some- 


one other, someone else. It was only 
through the long-suffering invest- 
ment of my mentor that I came to 
realize that God is really good and 


BIG! 
My ha been mentored 
throughout my 
Christian walk has 
been the most. npor- 
tant recurring theme. 
It seems that life 


is continually falling 
apart, yet God_ has 
placed this mentor 
and a couple others 
in my life who have 
affected my growth. 
They have continu- 
ally lifted me from 
the deep mire; they have served the 
Lord and have given me a firm place 
to stand; they have enabled me to 
enjoy the of the Holy Spirit; 
they have placed a new song on my 
lips —a song of praise to Yahweh, my 
Master and 3 

This is the sort of thing that I think 
we need at Redeemer. Better yet, this 
is what I think you need. The hard- 
est task is to set oneself on a road of 
change that lves being vulnera- 
ble. This is the model that Jesus set 


for us. He lived with the disciples; 
He listened 
where being 


em even when they 
lish; He befriend- 


The Awesome 


Though unfit for 
our harsh winters, 
it continues to 
persevere 


BY DANIEL BRINKMAN 


This article’s featured animal is 
the Virginia Opossum (Didelphis vir- 
giniana), a familiar sight to anyone 
who has ever looked at the side of 
the road while driving down a 400- 
series highway. 

They look like giant rats, with 
their grizzled fur, scaly tail, long 
snout, and round ears, and they have 
not been blessed with good looks or 
brawn. The poor possums are not all 
that mentally gifted either. In fact, 
upon a careful examination of their 
intellect, one wonders how the spe- 
cies even survives at all. In a study 
comparing a possum to a raccoon of 
equal body size, it was discovered 
that the raccoon’s brain is ten times 
larger! 

Although brain-size is not every- 
thing, it is nonetheless reflected in 
the possum’s way of dealing with 
problems. Fans of The Red Green Show 
will recognize the phrase quando 
omni flunkus moritati, which is Latin 
for “when all else fails, play dead.” 
That is exactly what they do when 
problems arise (whether in the form 
of a dog, cat, or oncoming car). 

Mental capabilities aside, these 
poor critters have yet another weak- 
ness that should (but apparently 
doesn’t) limit their success as a spe- 
cies: naked ears, paws, and tails. 
These characteristics, which make 
possums look like large fluffy rats, 
hurt them during the winter. Most 
indigenous animals in this area of 
the world have fur coats covering 
their entire bodies, but since this spe- 
cies’ original homeland is located in 
the Carolinas, they never needed that 
kind of warm coat. 

As the climate and other con- 
ditions became favourable, they 
moved north into southern Ontario 
without being properly dressed for 
the weather. A sad phenomenon, 
these critters often succumb to our 
harsh winters; at the very least, they 
escape with severely frost-bitten ears 

and paws. 

In spite of these problems, they 
continue to persist and do well 
in Ontario, and they have in fact 


migrated all the way to 

ttawa. Their secret lies in 
their marsupial status. (Yes, 
we really do have marsupi- 
als in North America!) Their 
closest relatives are not 
rats or raccoons but rather 
the kangaroos and koalas 
of Australia. The marsupi- 
um or pouch of the moth- 
er serves as an incubating 
and feeding shelter for the 
young after they are born. 
After a gestation period of 
only 12-13 days, up to 25 
young are born. After three 
months in the marsupium, 
usually 8-9 young emerge, 
each weighing about five 
ounces. 

They can feed on any- 
thing organic: fruits, veg- 
etables, insects, meat, garbage, and 
carrion. They make just about any- 
place home, taking other animals’ 
burrows for their own use or liv- 
ing under porches, in garages, up in 
trees, or in rock piles. Its “opposable 
thumbs” afford it good tree-climbing 
abilities, as does its prehensile tail, 
which is often used to wrap around 
a branch to balance itself. Its flexibil- 
ity is a key to its success; possums 
are truly a generalist species that can 
survive in almost any conditions. 

The odds of encountering a pos- 
sum on the campus of Redeemer 
University College are good, pro- 
vided that you are somewhat noctur- 
nal (which I assume most of us are 
when it comes to writing papers or 
cramming for big tests!). Should you 
wander into the vicinity of a possum, 
don’t be alarmed if it seems a bit ag- 
gressive when it displays its promi- 
nent teeth; the last thing possums 
look for is confrontation. Just give 
the possum its due space and mar- 
vel at the kind of example it can pro- 
vide us. In spite of being dealt a bad 
hand in terms of brains, brawns, and 
looks, they still thrive! 

I find it inspirational and reas- 
suring that, when I’m feeling down 
about my marks or those impend- 
ing midterms or exams, there is a 
creature called the possum that is 
just as dumb that gets by just fine. 
And when I’m at the gym, feeling 
ashamed about being out of shape, 
I just have to remember that, when 
danger presents itself, it will be per- 
fectly acceptable to play dead. It’s a 
good thing there are no bullies at 
Redeemer! ¢ ? 


One of the most 
amazing experiences 
is to cry in 
someone's presence 
and feel ashamed 
and vulnerable, but 
not rejected. 


ed them; He loved them and wept 
with them; He served them by al- 
lowing Himself to be humiliated. He 
loves you; He loves me. And this is 
the mark that makes our lives dis- 
tinct from all others. Jesus allowed 
Himself to serve us. We must allow 
ourselves to be served so that we may 
serve others and announce that all of 
time and space are different because 
God wrapped Himself in flesh. 

I would use the word “apathet- 
ic” to summarize the feeling I get at 
times from the Redeemer communi- 
ty regarding Christ's calling on our 
lives. We can become numb to God’s 
tremendous call. I suggest that you 
become challenged in your walk 
with God, that you allow yourself to 
be held accountable, 
and that you devel- 
op as a Christian so 
that our generation 
can witness to the 
world! 

Being a Christian 
is not assenting to a 
set of rational facts 
about God. It is a 
vital lifestyle that 
challenges the es- 
tablishment of the 
day by holding unswervingly to the 
lordship of Christ. We are too eas- 
ily swept away by the consumerist 
culture of self-satisfaction and the 
mediocrity of the entertainment in- 
dustry to which we often conform. 
Pray and ask God, search your heart 
and determine if mentoring is some- 
thing you should be involved in. If 
you think this article has been ben- 
eficial, I ask that you pass it on to 
others so that they also may be en- 
couraged. 

A mentor program at RUC? 

The purpose of this article is to 
urge students to get involved in a 
mentoring program. It is hoped that 
the above has challenged you and 


that you have asked gh how 
you can get involved, - 


Our goal is to set up a mentor- 
ing program on campus whereby 
a younger student can meet once 
a week for an hour with another 
student who is an older, more ma- 
ture Christian. The time would be 
spent talking about what is going 
on in your walk, or lack thereof, and 
where you would like to grow. The 
time could be spent however you 
see fit, in order to grow and be chal- 
lenged. Older students would, in 
turn, meet with older mentors for 
one hour, every other week, and re- 
ceive guidance both for their men- 
toring and for personal issues, such 
as what to do after their graduation. 

We really want the next genera- 
tion, which has just arrived in the 
last year or two, to take on this chal- 
lenge. We also want students of the 
older generation who are leaving to 


learn how to make disciples and to 
discern what their vocational call- 
ings are and how to serve the king- 
dom with their gifts. 

How would these roles function? 
A mentor is someone who is not per- 
fect yet is ready to listen to someone 
else’s problems and to help him or 
her wrestle through them. A men- 
tored person is someone who has 
some questions that need to be an- 
swered, sin that needs to be com- 
bated, and a heart that above all else 
desires to be changed. In essence, the 
roles are very similar: learning and 
teaching one another. What we must 
remember is that we are all works in 
progress. 

It is so easy in life to become in- 
toxicated with complacency, but this 
is not what the Lord wants for our 
lives. We want to see a generation 
rise that is fully ready to pick up the 
cross and follow Christ. 

“Anyone who loves his father and 
mother more than me is not worthy 
of me; anyone who loves his son or 
daughter more than me is not wor- 
thy of me; and anyone who does 
not take his cross and follow me is 
not worthy of me. Whoever finds 
his life will lose it, and whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find 
it” (Matthew 10:37-39). I think we 
can say that anyone who loves his 
or her culture, comfort, or life more 
than Christ does not yet know what 
it means to be a Christ follower! 

This is the challenge to which 
I hope you will respond: we will 
be putting response forms in your 
mailboxes, and we hope and pray 
that you hear the call of Christ to 
be his disciple. We will be making 
arrangements before next semester 
and will have the program up and 
running at the beginning of next se- 
mester. 

I hope you have gotten a sense of 
my life from this piece. I’m far from 
perfect and much closer to broken 


- and dysfunctional, but Christ has. 


not given up on me, and I’m a work 
in progress till death! Throughout 
the four-and-a-half years that I have 
been a Christian, I have had three 
significant mentors who have chal- 
lenged, encouraged, and helped me 
to keep pressing on when I wanted 
to quit. If it was not for these men, 
I might not be married, a Christian, 
or alive. Thanks be to God for those 
who have given; I now have to give 
back. 

“Do everything without com- 
plaining or arguing, so that you may 
become blameless and pure children 
of God without fault in a crooked 
and depraved generation, in which 
you shine like stars in the universe 
as you hold out the word of life—in 
order that I may boast on the day of 
Christ that I did not run or labour for 
nothing” (Philippians 2:14-16). €? 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
and his curses for sin were part of ev- 
eryday experience, 

But the experience of God and 
spiritual things is not constant ev- 
erywhere at all times fo 
Consequently, some plat 
are considered spiritue 
confraternities competed for control 
of these, A picture emerges, not of 
a highly clerical Chure during the 
Late Middle Ages, but of a Church 
with a very active laity 

The Renaissance di : 


tainly gave it a new ten 
in certain respects was b 
the Reformation. Terpstte 
three distinct cultural S; 
1) Spiritual authority @ 
al hotspots ceased to m 
came fixed locations. By # 
century, the pope had 
nently in Rome, and bis 
required for the first 
their respective dioces 
stead of parading imag 
around towns, the imag 


erited by 


on the altar. 
2) Authority in gene 
more centralized. 


Church, specifically, re 
mass, giving it a distinet 
vour, Local innovation b 
source of heresy, and 
ties, which had been 


Roman supervision, 

3) Emphasis shifted from godly 
actions to godly intentions. The im- 
ages of saints no longer stared out at 
the viewer; instead, they looked to- 
wards things divine. People turned 
away from outward manifestations 
of righteousness and moved towards 
religious introspection. Instead of an 
animistic notion of cooperation with 
divine forces giving imperative to 
human action, culture oriented peo- 
ple towards measuring up to divine 
ideals. 

These cultural shifts moved in a 
distinctly humanist direction—con- 
cern for the person and the regular- 
ization of life—but did not involve 
an Enlightenment humanist rejec- 
tion of religion. It was, instead, a 
time of religious renewal. Terpstra 
concluded that, in a time of pro- 
found cultural changes, the Roman 
Church preserved itself by embrac- 
ing humanist innovations, but at the 
cost of its previous religious and cul- 
tural form. Luther, Calvin, and other 
Reformers took Renaissance human- 
ist ideas and further developed them. 
Spiritual hotspots were eliminated 
entirely, and shrines to saints closed 
down. In effect, space and time were 
leveled out spiritually. 

It is interesting to note, though, 
that the things typically identified 
as developments of the Reformation, 
such as the development of Bibles in 
the language of the people, can be 
found among the confraternities two 


centuries prior. 

Redeemer’s association with 
the Neo-Calvinist tradition makes 
Terpstra’s presentation all the more 
interesting. Herman Dooyeweerd, 
using the best scholarly interpreta- 
tion of the Ren alii employed 
Burckhardt’s conception of the 
Renaissance as a “man-centered” 
movement. It is ironic that the very 
thing Dooyeweerd proposed to re- 
ject (human autonomy) was the phil- 
osophic assumption of the scholar on 
whom he based his nae of 
the Renaissance. 

As one Redeemer professor put it, 
Dooyeweerd’s interpretation of the 
Renaissance has a sort of ir- 
reproachable catechism at Redeemer. 
If Terpstra is right, the catechism 
needs some refinement in the light of 
present Renaissance scholarship. As 
Terpstra demonstrated, Renaissance 
humanism did not reject religion 
as was previously believed. But 
the philosophic stance taken 
Enlightenment humanists does, 

Terpstra’s lecture paves the way — 
for a more fruitful inal of 
the character of Renaissance reli, 
and the cultural trends shared by th 


Reformation. In the lecture, Rs sid 
demonstrated a dynamic ability to 

bring to life historical material now 

a number of centuries old. His mas- __ 


tery of the subject was obvious, and 

there is no doubt that the discussion 

anne”. f Terpstra’s visit will be 
tful. 


wy 
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Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World Has Dawned 


And the television 
is still waiting to be 
redeemed 


BY DOUG SIKKEMA 


\ collective sigh emanated from 
the Western world when 1984 rolled 
the Orwellian nightmare 
come to fruition, Liberal 
held fast, and we 
right? Well, not. really. 
most people seem 


by and 
had not 
democracy has 
are fine, 


Unfortunately 


to have forgotten about another 
dystopian author, Aldous Huxley, 
who warned people of another 


danger that, although essentially 
different, is just as horrendous as Big 
Brother: unchecked hedonism. 
While Orwell’s Animal Farm has 
become a reality in countries like the 
former U.S.S.R., Huxley’s Brave New 
World is becoming a reality right 
here in North America. And, in the 
year of our Ford 2004, the West has 
basically jumped, feet first, into one 
of Huxley’s wildest nightmares. 
According to Neil Postman, author 
of Amusing Ourselves to Death, the 
two aforementioned authors feared 
different things. Orwell believed 
in an external force (Big Brother 
and the thought police) that would 
overcome man’s autonomy, maturity, 
and history. But Huxley maintained 
that no such force was necessary. 
In fact, Huxley thought that people 
would grow to love oppressive 
technologies that reduce their 
thinking capacity. Orwell feared that 
truth would be either suppressed 
by book banning or covered up by 
a “captive culture.” Huxley feared 


Perfect 
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the offensive use of God’s name. 
Theatre Arts Department Head and 
Director of Perfect Pie Raymond 
Louter-anticipated that he would be 


Redeemer Uni 
November 25 


- 


Matin 
Pick 
lo 


CARA 


AL 


NOV embt r 


$12.00 


RE DE 1 ME 


24 


that there would be no reason for 
censorship and_ that truth would 
“trivialized culture” or 
“feelies,” 


be lost to a 
a sea of irrelevance (the 
“orgy porgy,” and “bumblepuppy’). 
In short, Orwell that our 
destruction would come from what 
we hate; Huxley feared that it would 
come from what we love. 

By looking at Western culture, 
which is flooded with late night 
shows, R-rated films, reality 
television, Sesame Street education, 
information, 
even 
politicians, 


feared 


webs of endless 
phony 
phonier televised 
may rightly conclude that 
Huxley was right. In fact, modern 
technology allows for accessibility 
and the flow of information (both 
relevant and irrelevant) ad finitum, 
while the intellect, memory 
capacity, and thought process of 
the average Western individual 
have “developed” at an inversely 
proportional rate, 

Professor Craig Bartholomew, in 
an article titled “The Importance of 
Worldview,” wrote that, in order for 
Christians to be culturally relevant, 
the question “What time is itr 
needs to be answered. The answer, 
or at least one of many, is that we 
are in an age of show business, 
according to Postman. We are in an 
age in which everything from the 
realm of news, politics, and religion, 
to the trivialities of movies, sitcoms, 
and game shows are brought to us 
through the medium of television. 
Marshall McLuhan, a renowned 
Canadian philosopher, once stated 
that “the medium is the message.” 
If this is true, then what message is 
television pounding into millions of 
people worldwide? 


televangelists, and 


one 


most dominant 
medium through which “truth” 
is brought to the Western World. 
Unfortunately, the truth that these 
mediums present is often obscured 
but the audience 
the receiving end is not challeng- 
ing, critiquing, or even affirming this 


Television is the 


and distorted, on 


when entertainment becomes the 
primary source of our epistemology, 
the death of the mind begins 
Christians have tried to use the 
medium of television for their ends, 
but what has usually resulted is an 
unnecessary compromise: watering 


down the message to fit the format 


truth. They are not . SESS of the medium. Just 
thinking. Television Christians have tried look at televange- 
is not “thinking” : lists with their su- 
friendly. We do not to use the medium perficial smiles and 
ask the television Of television for their shallow — sermons. 
questions because Television as a tool 


it does not respond 


ends, but what has 


for evangelization 


back, and we do not usually resulted is is not a_ solution. 
dialogue with oth- an unnecessary Evangelization is 
ers watching with . P an amazingly cru- 
us because the tele- compromise. watering cial task, but since 
vision does not slow down the message tO Christianity is much 


down for our conver- 
sations. 

So we sit, we ab- 
sorb, and we laugh. 
We laugh because 
television’s final word is almost al- 
ways a joke: a funny little commer- 
cial that interrupts an important 
documentary, a catchy jingle that in- 
troduces the evening news, or an ed- 
ucational program hosted by singing 
puppets. We are entertained even if 
our intention is to be educated, 
formed, or inspired. 

But there is hope. The 
may be transformed to deliver a 
more serious message; 
stands in the West, the message 
has been singularly devoted to our 
this wrong? Not 
entirely. The venerable once 
described life as the flitting passage 
of a sparrow through a warm hall, 
from the darkness into 
Life needs a little warmth and cheer 
every now and again to be sure, but 


in- 


medium 


but as it 


amusement. Is 


sede 


darkness. 


fit the format of the 
medium. 


more, a lot more is 
needed when enter- 
ing the battles 
for our rightful in- 
heritance 
history, 
have attempted to initiate cultural 


rround 


Throughout Christians 


revolutions through evangelization, 


but almost always these attempts 
have produced little fruit In 
literature, a whole new genre of 


“one-dimensional” Christian plots 
and characters were whipped up by 
well-intentioned but poorly gifted 
Christian 
responsible reporting was thrown 
out the 
irresponsible, 
anecdotes. In engaging, 
comprehensive masterpieces were 
exchanged for an array of cheesy 
Sunday school kitsch. Our approach 
is crucial, and a new one is in order. 

Goodness is inherent in good 
literature, good journalism, good art, 
and even good television. We can 


writers. In journalism, 


window for preachy, 


and irrelevant 


art, 


righteously develop the creational 
these things if we 
recognize what they are for and 
use them accordingly, perhaps in a 
manner Paul advocates when he says, 
“Whatever is true, noble, right, pure, 
lovely, and admirable—if anything 
is excellent or praiseworthy —think 
about such things” (Philippians 4: 


goodness in 


8-9). 
Can our entertainment fit 
under these categories? When the 


early Church was struggling with 
the dominance of Neo-Platonic 
philosophy, the Church Father 
Tertullian asked, “What indeed has 
Athens to do with Jerusalem?” His 
answer, a resounding “nothing,” has 
left some unfortunate scars on the 
Christian tradition. Today we must 
ask ourselves a similar question: 
“What indeed has Hollywood to 
The 
“everything.” Amusement is a vital 
part of human life, but are we, as 
Postman says, amusing ourselves to 
death? 

Television has dethroned ancient 
such as oratory and 


do with Jerusalem?” answer is 


competitors, 


typography, and has become 
the epistemological focal point 
of Western culture. One of our 


responsibilities, as the heirs of this 


powerful medium, is to contain 
it. We may allow it to roam in its 
own realm while challenging its 


overstepping the boundaries. When 
ve stop asking how television can 
help the cause of Christianity and 
begin asking how Christianity can 
save the cause of television, the most 
powerful medium of our day will 
properly directed as not 
only a tool, but also as a member in 
the Kingdom of God. €? 


become 


ie’s Language Modified for Accessibility 


able to omit or change a few of the 
words that might be offensive to our 
community. However, when he con- 
tacted playwright Judith Thompson, 
she was firm on keeping her full 
script intact, free of any slight mod- 


ification. Louter had that 
she would bend out of compassion 
for the respect our Christian com- 
munity has for the word 
Unfortunately, Louter’s. hope was 
initially dashed*by T#impson’s firm 


hoped 


‘God.” 
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refusal to accept any adjustments to 
her script. 

that this ele- 
ment of the script could cause a 
major backlash against the Theatre 
Arts Department on the grounds of 
blasphemy. The department, in con- 
junction with Redeemer administra- 
tion, took some very serious steps 
to ensure that the larger communi- 
ty of Redeemer Theatre supporters 
would not be offended. The run of 
the play was cut to three shows, and 
all publicity was halted. Viewings of 
the performance were to be restrict- 
ed to the Redeemer community and 


It was forecasted 


special invited guests. Time Out an- 
nouncements informed students, 
staff, and faculty that the play would 
be dealt with in a “ 
tional framework.” 

As a playwright, Thompson has 
legal authority to require that her 
script be produced according to her 
published and copyrighted version 
This is a fairly new development 
in theatrical history. In the eigh- 
teenth century, Shakespeare’s trag- 
edies were actually re-written with 
happy endings so that the audiences 
did not have to watch their favourite 
actors die. Plays today are modified 


decidedly educa- 


with respect to setting and politics, 
though this is usually in the case 
of playwrights who are deceased 
Small changes to scripts are not un- 
common to productions in most the- 
atrical communities. The reasons for 
this are usually to accommodate time 
constraints and sometimes to make 
the play more accessible to the audi- 
ence. Accessibility is the main issue 
here with Perfect Pie. 

Just last week, 
was surprised to find out 
Thompson had _ re-examined 
original resolution and had decided 
to allow minor modifications to her 
script. With this new development, 
the department and administration 
decided to restore Perfect Pie's five 
originally scheduled performances, 
which will be open once again to the 
broad Redeemer community. 

When produces a 
main-stage performance, certain de- 
mographic considerations need to be 
taken into account. Christians come 
to see works that other Christians 


Louter 
that 
her 


however, 


Redeemer 


produce, witha certain set of expecta- 
tions about what they will see. Perfect 
Pie does not fit the usual model. The 
Theatre Arts Department's mission 
statement says that it “explores the 
dramatic expression of the human 
condition.” Part of that condition is 
the fallen and sinful world in which 
we live. Perfect Pie deals with the re- 
sults of a fallen and sinful world, in- 
cluding its abuse, pain, emotion, and 
searching. 

These not unlike 


themes are 


Biblical themes; in fact, they resem- 
ble them very closely. The Bible is a 
book of stories, a narrative to which 
we at Redeemer are quite closely con- 
nected. These stories tell us about the 
History 6f God’s people and the work 
He has done through them. They are 
also honest stories. Issues of rape, in- 
adultery, murder, and times of 
anger with God are not hidden, they 
are told. | am not attempting to ele- 
vate Thompson to the height of God 
or justify her excessive inappropmi- 
ate use of His name, but I do want to 
highlight our history of storytelling 
with integrity and honesty. The Bible 
sets the example of storytelling hon- 
estly; we should follow this example 
and tell the stories that we find with 
honesty as well. This play is a part of 
our fallen and imperfect world. 

It is encouraging that Redeemer 
originally continue to 
produce this play in its original form, 
but it is sad that, in order to do so, 
the spectrum of advertising had to be 
limited because of our assumed sen- 
sitivities. Surely watching this play 
or any television show or movie con- 
taining the same sort of crude lan- 
guage can be a valuable part of our 
learning if we exercise discernment 

Since the recent developments, the 
show will go on as originally sched- 
uled, with minor language modifica- 
tions. These changes will allow the 
play to be shared with a much broad- 
er audience without fear of backlash. 
Perfect Pie 
that are important for our culture to 
address, and what better context to 
do it in than a Christian educational 
institution such as Redeemer. €” 


cest, 


decided to 


contains relevant issues 


Note: When 
about the 
rounding the production of Perfect 
Pie, Dr. Jacob Ellens, Vice President 
(Academic) of Redeemer, was 
intimately involved in the decision- 
making process, 
at the danger of too great an empha- 
sis being placed solely on the reactions 
of the community: “The fundamen- 
tal concern of Redeemer University 
College about our theatre produc- 
tions is not that a play might offend 
some members of our supporting con- 
stituency; our first concern is that 
we not offend God. For this reason, 
a play must meet several conditions 
before we will present it to the pub- 
lic: it must have a message or theme 
that is consistent with our Christian 
mission, and the language used by the 
characters in the play must show that 
we recognize that it is a serious matter 
to take God's name in vain. For that 
reason we refused to perform Perfect 
Pie for the public until we were able to 
remove profanities from it.” 


asked to 
situation 


Editor's 


comment sur- 


who 


expressed concern 
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The Body Redeemed: Understanding Our Brokenness 


Students take in 
subtle message of 
Gabankova’s art 
show 


BY ANDREA HENSEN 


I have always loved the opening 
of an art show at Redeemer because 
it allows one to take a break from the 
demands of daily meetings, school- 
work, and other preoccupations, and 
to enjoy some of the richness of God's 
creation 

Events such as Maria Gabankova’s 
art show provide a rich atmosphere 
that includes a selection of good- 
ies, community, fellowship, music, 
and—best of all—an artist alongside 
his or her newly hung artwork 

What I appreciate the most about 
art shows at Redeemer is that they 
are provided to us at no cost. All that 
is required of students is a willing- 
ness both to interact with and engage 
in the aforementioned atmosphere 
and, above all else, to be drawn in 
by the artwork. Questions like these 
may guide one’s interaction: What is 
the significance of this piece of art 
(or this art show) for me personal- 
ly and for Redeemer communally? 
What is the artist communicating to 
me about contemporary identity in 
culture? How does this art affect or 
challenge the way I live out or view 
my life in relation to living before the 
face of God? 


I raced home after the show and 
blogged about Gabankova and her 
artwork for two main reasons. First, 
Gabankova is a well-known female 
Christian artist. Second, she has 
gifted the Redeemer community 
not only with her art, but also with 
her knowledge and love of art, by 
teaching the “hows” and “whats” 
in Redeemer’s Art 215 course, 
Introduction to Painting. In short, 
Gabankova is big and wonderful 
news for the Redeemer community! 

Dr. Jacob Ellens opened the eve- 
ning with a word of prayer and a 
short devotional, and he then invited 
Redeemer’s full-time Art Professor 
and Art Director Chris Cuthill to in- 
troduce Maria Gabankova and offer 
his personal insight on her show, 
“Body Redeemed.” 

Cuthill discussed the Protestant 
tradition, which is sometimes too 
theologically abstract to make much 
of the here and now. Somehow 
John’s words in Revelation—”Now 
the dwelling of God is with men, 
and he will live with them [on earth, 
body and soul]” —have been poorly 
addressed in terms of our humanity 
in the flesh as crafted in the image 
of God. More broadly, he suggested 
that we not only rethink the value 
of art’s aesthetic dimension, but also 
exercise the imagination within our 
home, God’s creation. God can be 
seen in everyday objects such as art. 
We should open our eyes and under- 
stand that one’s life of faith cannot 
simply be about analyzing the con- 
science, nor can it be just invisible or 
conceptual. 

Cuthill 
went on to 
say that the 
Cathouse 
tradition 
is more 
success- 
ful than the 
Protestant 
tradition at 
acknowledg- 
ing God and 
sacrament 
in human 
form, as well 
as the physi- 
cal nature of 
creation. He 
mentioned 
artists of 
faith such as 
Caravaggio 
and Rubens, 
and he quot- 
ed men of 


A portion of “Messenger 2” 
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Sparta Matures With 


Texas band turns 
private grief into 
artistic triumph 


BY SCOTT FAIRLEY 


In the year 2000, something ex- 
citing almost happened to rock and 
roll. Texas-based band At The Drive- 
In released Relationship of Command. 
Considered by some to be a modern 
masterpiece, the album boasted a fo- 
cused and melodic blend of quirky 
indie rock and hardcore punk 

The single “One Armed Scissor” 
was burning up rock charts, and peo- 
ple everywhere began to take notice 
So what happened? In 2001, At The 
Drive-In disbanded and the future of 
rock was destined for stagnation yet 
again. 

Thankfully, the members of At The 
Drive-In formed two new bands: the 
frantic and quirky The Mars Volta 
and the more melodic and straight- 
forward Sparta. 

Sparta quickly got to work follow- 
ing, the breakup of their former band. 
In March 2002, they released the EP 
(a short-length album) Austere, which 
was followed by the full-length 
Wiretap Scars the same fall. Wiretap 
Scars was a powerful and melodic 
album that still remains in my rota- 
tion, even two years after its release. 

But the success of Wiretap Scars 
didn’t come without heartache. 
Sparta singer Jim Ward's brother, a 
member of The Mars Volta, died of 
a drug overdose during The Mars 


Volta’s tour with the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers and Queens of the Stone 
Age. How did Sparta recover from 
such a loss? They made a new record. 
And what a record they made! 

Album opener “Guns of Memorial 
Park” begins with a sample of S.O.S. 
tapped out in Morse code, setting the 
mood for the urgency, in both the 
lyrics and the music, which was not 
present in Wiretap 
Scars. The lyrics 
of this song, clear- 
ly deal with the 
band’s recent loss- 
es, though not ex- 
plicitly. 

As 
expect, themes of 
loss, hope, and re- 
gret appear in al- 
most every song. 
The second track, 
“Hiss the Villian,” 
steps away from 
the darker 
spection of “Guns 
of Memorial Park” and offers a more 
upbeat love song for Ward’s wife, 
a dedication made clear in the cho- 
rus: “this is forever/ this ring will 
never leave this hand again/ | prom- 
ise you.” 

Following the same musical foot- 
steps of Wiretap Scars and Porcelain, 
“While Oceana Sleeps” offers bitter- 
sweet melodies and crunchy guitar 
acoustics, with equally bittersweet 
lyrics of regret and sadness. The 
fourth track, “La Cerca,” builds on 
the musical and lyrical themes pre- 
sented thus far in the album. Ward 
trades his regrets for promises of 
change and a more inward and opti- 


one would 


intro- 


SPARTA 


the Reformed tradition. Cuthill re- 
ferred to Calvin Seerveld, who sees 
human corporeal experience as “full- 


blooded human life”—an element 
of life that we at Redeemer need to 
strive to understand for the better- 
ment of the worldwide church. 

The word redeemed, said Cuthill, 
means to buy back, or to regain pos- 
session of. In the case of Gabankova’s 
show, one could presume that she 
has attempted to regain or bring back 
into conversation the form or repre- 
sentation of the body. Her depiction 
of the mortal hedy is of one broken 
in sin, subject todecay and the differ- 
ent forces of the world, such as war, 
consumerism (the idealistic value 
of identity), pressures of a shallow 
progress (modernism), and an unsta- 
ble understanding of who exactly we 
mean to be (postmodernism). 

In her artist's statement, 
Gabankova says, “Art is both very 
physical and very spiritual, and it 
is always a reflection of, a response 
to, the reality of this present life, 
this present world.” One of her 
pieces, Freedombound, shows a rep- 
resentation of the human body in 
form, with- 
in a wooden box and controlled by 


mannequin contained 


Follow-Up 


mistic focus 

At this point, it becomes clear that 
the music, despite stellar teamwork 
between guitarists Jim Ward and Paul 
Hinjos and a great sense of dynamics 
overall, takes a backseat to the lyr- 
ics presented, The 6-minute long 
“Tensioning” is perhaps the most 
honest and emotionally charged part 
of the album, which describes their 
healing, 
and promises fol- 
lowing the death 
of Ward’s brother. 

This is, hands 


hopes, 


down, the big- 
gest differ- 
ence between 


Wiretap Scars and 
Porcelain, Wiretap 
Scars, while also 
largely lyric-driv- 
en, was character- 


ized by Ward's 
use of vague, 
and sometimes 


indistinguish- 
able, lyrics to mateh the combina- 
tion of bittersweet melodies and big, 
crunchy guitar riffs. Porcelain, on the 
other hand, is a far more personal 
and lyrically explicit album. 

Musically, Porcelain is great. The 
band has noticeably improved since 
their last release, But the lyrics are 
what Sparta wanted to shine on in 
this release. And they do. Without 
sacrificing creativity or creditabil- 
ity, Sparta has created an intensely 
personal and revealing album that, 
musically and lyrically, never com- 
promises quality. And because of 
that, Porcelain is an album that I high- 
ly recommend, € 


strings from above. The form runs on 
the spot, tirelessly going nowhere. 
What I see in the painting is a con- 
templation of our inability to break 
away from that to which we are 
bound. I remember this particular 
piece because a friend approached 
me and pointed out that it depicts 
how she has felt at times. 

Gabankova’s art is relevant in 
that viewers are invited to relate to 
themes that explore the hidden, the 
shadowed, and the invisible. Ifzz 
we try to avoid the complexities and 
ambiguities of the frailty of human 
nature, then we fail to see past the 
superficialities of life and into the 
sometimes dualistic, pain-filled, and 
contradictory essences of our nature. 

The artwork displayed here at 
Redeemer, a twelve-year retrospec- 
tive, consists of a selection of piec- 
es that explore the human figure. 
In sum, Gabankova said that her 
artwork is her “attempt of what it 
means to be searching for God.” 

She has also said, “In my drawing 
and painting or sculpting I strive to 
express that which is invisible—like 
music—through the means of the 
visible. Over the years there has been 
a continuous development in my art 
in the way I use the human figure as 
a primary focus. An essential theme, 
although it continues to be elu- 
sive, includes the theme of drapery/ 
cloth, suggestive of human form, but 
showing its absence. Another theme 
| am exploring is that of a contem- 
porary allegory in painting, and in 
something I like to call conceptual 
realism.” 

She told me that, by depicting the 
human body in brokenness, view- 
ers are forced to reassess their own 
lives in relation to the body, to en- 
gage what is being communicated, 
and to address the human situation 
on canvas that begs for interaction. | 
must say that tackling the bleakness 
and depravity of the bodies depicted 
in her work was quite a chore. | was 
forced to think long and hard about 
what she had painted for her view- 
ers, because I was stuck on the repe- 
tition of dreary painting after dreary 
painting. What was she communicat- 
ing as a Christian about our world? 
Where was the hope? 

After much talk with Gabankova, 
Cuthill, and friends, | have come to 
realize that the desperate and broken 
forms in her art address bodily bro- 
kenness, mystery, and strangeness, 
but more importantly, they imply 
an opposite reality. | was ashamed to 
have craved something, more ideal, 
something more flowery or pastoral, 
and something that would explicitly 
point to the hope I have in Christ. 

The challenge is allowing our- 
selves to confront the questions re- 
garding the unpleasant aspects of 
our lives. Life isn’t as simple as we 
sometimes think. Gabankova’s com- 
pilation of work is extraordinary 
for Redeemer for Redeemer. It chal- 
lenges all passersby who can’t help 
but take a few moments to gaze at 
the large canvases, the bold use of 
color, and the interesting show of 


form. The strange pieces of manne- 
quin, wire, and objects mingled in 
with the form of the body provide a 
certain tension that attempts to com- 
ment on our incompleteness and, 
more symbolically, our brokenness. 
Gabankova requires her viewers to 
contemplate and discover what ex- 
actly it means to be a subject and an 
object of the human condition on the 
way to redemption. 

Her work is unique in that it ex- 
presses the “strange” in life, the 
incompleteness, the feeling that 
somehow things here aren’t what 
they should be. I was surprised by 
both the conversation her work insti- 
gated and how many times I had to 
revisit the gallery in order to get an- 
other look at the vivid, yet allusive, 
images. Gabankova has achieved 
what all artists strive for: she has cre- 
ated artwork that challenges viewers 
to holistically interact with her work 
and to consider the relationship be- 
tween their experiences and what 
Gabankova has said about the pieces 
and who she is as an artist. 

She gracefully invites viewers to 
analyze the layers and angles of her 
work by showcasing it and inviting 
discussion. She has gone as far as 
to personally invite all who would 
like to talk and learn more about her 
show to meet her in the art gallery 
during an activity period. She avoids 
pretension and draws an audience 
by taking on the responsibility of an 
artist who speaks about her work (a 
contradiction of artwork for the post- 
modern relativist) and makes herself 
available to teach people to look past 
concept to the rich world of imagery 
and symbol. 

We are to be responsive viewers, 
to engage her seemingly indigest- 
ible work on a deeper level, and we 
must be willing to ask questions. The 
one truth that I have learned through 
Gabankova’s art, which can be ap- 
plied to quite a bit of art, is that art 
compels us to ask questions (and to 
contemplate who we are and what 
we are in this world), instead of sim- 
ply giving us answers. 

In her introduction, Gabankova 
made sure to express that her time 
spent teaching at Redeemer has 
been a special experience and that 
it is only because of her faith that 
she has created art and teaches here. 
Gabankova said that Christians need 
to realize that we are broken and that 
we can’t ignore our sinfulness or the 
part of us that is incomplete. 

Her art is important because it 
explores humanity's moments of 
desperate futility: the feelings of 
war-torn or justice-deprived people, 
of people of the modern age, and 
how she personally has felt. Once 
this state has been accepted, we can 
then—and only then—realize who 
we are in body, in nature, in God's 
image, and in God's creation. She is 
not an artist who creates art for art's 
sake, for mediocrity, or for cliché and 
sales; rather, she is one whose art 
addresses the challenge that we all 
face by living in — but not of — this 
world. €* 
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Students, Visitors Rock in the Black Box 


Concert raises 
money for Living 
Rock ministry 


BY STEVEN DYKSTRA 


“Awesome, show, show, show. 
Awesome rock band. Show show. 
Awesome.” With this profound yet 
painfully inarticulate comment, 
Andrew Nunn perfectly described 
the atmosphere and the music at the 
Redeemer band night on November 
12. 

The show featured the home- 
grown talent of five local artists, in- 
cluding four bands with Redeemer 
members. 


Guilty as Charged 


Proving that he can do more than 
shoot a hockey puck really, really 
hard, Dennis Harrington opened the 
night off with his band, Makeshift 
Policy. The band opened with a lot 
of energy, and in the words of dorm 
mate Jimmy Bender, “Dennis was so 
dreamy on stage.” The band had just 
finished recording an album and is 
currently awaiting its return from 
the studio, 

The next band to hit the stage 
was Guilty as Charged, featuring 
some artists from Hamilton District 
Christian High School and dorm 16's 
Brad Vander Woerd on lead guitar 
and vocals, They opened up with 
the song “Retracing Steps.” The first 
things I noticed were the solid drum- 
ming and the upfront spirituality in 
their lyrics, The lyrics are all written 
by the drummer of 
the band, and the 
music is written 
by Vander Woerd. 
The guys put on 
a solid rock show. 
They have an EP 
(a short-length 
album) coming out 
in November. 

The tone of the 
show shifted dra- 
matically when 
Matthew deZoete 
stepped on the 


ALISONLAMMERS Stage with only 


his acoustic guitar and a voice much 
softer than those of the other artists. 
His music had a strong folk influ- 
ence that accompanied several bril- 
liantly composed songs. Although 
the crowd became noticeably small- 
er, all those in his presence were 
mesmerized by his talent. For two 
songs, he asked the crowd for com- 
plete silence and then sang soft bal- 
lads of heartbreak for the crowd. 

The next band, Dorm 13’s own 
Good Evening Empire, followed 
deZoete’s performance with a really 
strong show. Anthony James’ fifteen 
years of work on the drums really 
impressed the crowd, and the group 
added a few harmonies to their 
songs. The highlight of their show 
was a 10-minute journey called “The 
Epic” or “Take Your Name Back Into 
Your Palm,” 

The headliner of the night, Almost 
the Answer, played to a noticeably 
smaller crowd, finishing off the eve- 
ning. Featuring Redeemer’s own 
Anthony James, Nathan Stretch, and 
Cam Stretch, the band played new 
tracks and old favourites to a crowd 
that was obviously familiar with the 
group. 

Overall, the concert drew 143 peo- 
ple to the black box, and most im- 
portantly, the show raised over $450, 
all of which has been donated to the 
Living Rock, a downtown ministry 
for Hamilton youth. € ” 
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Senators Showcased for Coffeehouse Crowd 


Video, skits reveal 
the weirder side of 
our senators’ world 


BY CANDICE TURNER 


Hosted by former senators Christy 
Paterson and Jake Belder, this 
month’s coffeehouse on November 
11 was a smorgasbord of messiness, 
banter, skits, cinematography, and 
crowd interaction. 

As 10 p.m. rolled around, a familiar 
crowd of eager students longing to be 
fed with entertainment crowded the 
main foyer, filling the staircases and 
chairs. After a few technical glitches 
were smoothed out, Activities Chair 
Sam Frisk sighed a deep breath of re- 
lief and announced the beginning of 
coffeehouse. 

To begin the night with a prop- 
er amount of tradition, Frisk led a 
poetry corner, formerly piloted by 
poetic genius Steve Dykstra, and dis- 
cussed the Senate’s incredible nature. 
However, Frisk soon surrendered the 
mike to the true lyrical expert. Nearly 
crying, Dykstra whined about his 
run for first-year senator that ended 
in failure. A torrent of emotion ran 
through the crowd as Dykstra gave 
his full-teethed smile. 

General Senator NatalieArmstrong 
and Senate President Karmyn 
Giesbrecht then graced the audience 
with genteel, exquisite voices. They 
covered the Friends theme song, ti- 
tling it “Redeemer’s Cool Anyway,” 
with piano and guitar accompani- 
ment, strong harmonies, and instru- 
mentals. Despite Armstrong and 
Giesbrecht’s smooth lyrics about the 
downside of Redeemer, such as “the 
pants gettin’ a little too tight,” the au- 
dience was consistently reminded 
that “Redeemer’s cool anyway.” 

One of the highlights of the eve- 
ning was the makeshift “elastic 
game,” a real icebreaker for sure, The 


objective of the game was to, without 
using hands, maneuver elastic off of 
one’s nose so that it became square 
around the neck. With intense fa- 
cial contortions, many a spasm, and 
aggressive cheating “itches,” it was 
quite the show. The usually classy 
General Senator Laura Johnson, 
along with some audience volun- 
teers, was the main attraction. 

General Senator Darren Sinke and 
first-year Senator Kyle Schroeder hu- 
morously bantered back and forth in 
the classic skit “Who's on First?” 

The crowd was held in anticipation 
as Frisk and Sinke then introduced “a 
surprise” for Johnson: her boyfriend 
from New Jersey challenged her to a 
yogurt eating contest. She was defi- 
nitely creamed. 

Soon after, in another crowd-in- 
teractive game, two volunteers ex- 
posed many interesting senator facts: 
Secretary Emily Slotegraaf had a 
mullet as a child, Frisk ate a salaman- 
der thinking it was a fish, Giesbrecht 
had a brief modeling stunt with a 
piano company, and Vice-President 
Yolisa deJager attended two politi- 
cal science camps. A true respect for 
each senator, now intimately known, 
was illuminated in the faces of the 
Redeemer crowd. 

Another game was designed es- 
pecially for the Enrouters, who were 
visiting for the weekend. Garbage 
bags and chocolate-covered marsh- 
mallows reigned in this game of skill 
and strategy. 

The evening continued in good 
humour with General Senator Mikey 
Arce and Spiritual and Service Chair 
Behn Bokma’s improvisation video, 
Top 10 Things Senators Do in Their 
Free Time, As a disclaimer before the 
video, Arce announced, “I am not an 
idiot.” Arce and Bokma frolicked in 
fur coats, construction hats, and yel- 
low balloon pants throughout the en- 
tire flick. In boyhood freedom, they 
rolled in the leaves. A more fright- 
ening side of these Senators was also 
revealed: the stocking of an innocent 
little boy was documented, which in- 


cluded diving behind trees to oppor- 
tune theme music. 

The helpfulness of the Senate of- 
fice was also marketed in the video. 
With a puppet in hand, Bokma aided 
an ailing student seeking to get to the 
bus. Sadly, Arce’s disclaimer was dis- 
credited in an intimate counselling 
session in which a professor con- 
cluded: Mikey’s an idiot. Some sug- 
gestions on how to survive in the 
world with such a disorder were the 
use of pipes, quotes, and big words. 
The crowd made yet another shock- 
ing discovery: although by day he 
appears as a senator, Bokma is an 
art critic by night. With an amazing 
script and remarkable cinematog- 
raphy, Top 10 Things Senators Do in 
Their Free Time is a definite Redeemer 
hit. 

As the house lights stayed lowered, 
Treasurer Andy Groen wooed the 


Redeemer public with “The House 
Plant Song” by Audio Adrenaline. 

Arce and Frisk then lit the mel- 
lowed stage on fire with an impro- 
vised debate: What goes on first in 
the morning—socks or pants? Frisk 
respectfully puts pants on first to pro- 
tect the eyes of his dorm mates. On 
the other hand, Arce chooses socks. 
Watch out Redeemer, he likes being 
nude: “If there weren't girls next 
door, I’d walk around naked!” 

As the night came to a close, Sinke 
and Giesbrecht led a dating game for 
the not-so-single first-year, Schroeder. 
Three eager females fought for his af- 
fection, one eventually landing the 
man of her dreams. 

Rec Centre Chair Natalie 
Armstrong then probed the minds 
of the Redeemer public with some 
“deep thinking.” Encouraging the 
audience to snap, she began: What 


does Al Wolters keep in his fanny 
pack? Some of her suggestions were 
a moose, kryptonite, a Polly Pocket, 
and possibly the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Will we ever really know? 

A skit centered on “Senator 
Addictions Anonymous” ended the 
multifaceted evening. The senators 
explained to one another the causes 
of their sick, sick addiction to school 
government. Even the hosts, Paterson 
and Belder, admitted to having been 
drawn by these awful tendencies. 
The drug-like high of being a sena- 
tor is, apparently, hard to withdraw 
from. 

After a night full of laughs, mock- 
ery, and fun, Frisk aptly concluded 
the night with a prayer, and he said, 
“Hope tonight tickled your fancy 
and fancied your tickle.” That it did 
indeed. Senators, your true colours 
have been exposed! € ? 


Cultural Engagements 


As Christians, we are called to be in the world but not of it, discerning the spirits that inform every aspect of our lives. This 
column provides recommendations for life-affirming live music in the Hamilton area, in an invitation to each of us to engage 
responsibly in this process of cultural discernment. 


BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP 


Anyone who tried to tune in to 
this week's installment of Desperate 
Housewives (ABC TV) would have 
found themselves instead looking 
at the spectacle of the 32nd Annual 
American Music Awards (AMA). 
If you caught the beginning of the 
AMA, you also may have noticed 
the first couple of award-winners 
praising Jesus or “the most high” as 
they received their awards. 

One recipient who caught my 
attention was the group Outkast. 
I’m personally trying to reconcile 
their praise to God with some of the 
lyrical content of their CDs, which 
seem to focus on explicit sexuality 
and make little reference to any di- 
vine power, This isn’t the only artist 
who has perplexed me. What about 
Mary J. Blige, who often gives 
thanks to God in the liner notes of 
her CDs, but then appears in very 
seductive poses and clothing on the 
same CD booklet? Or some of the 
gangsta rap that again praises God, 
and then engages in lyrics that ob- 
jectify and degrade women? Maybe 
I'm just not “getting it.” 

In my last column, | made the 
point that Christian Contemporary 
Magazine (CCM) had no monopoly 
on artistic or spiritual integrity. On 
the other hand, much of the music 
that finds its way to the top of the 
charts is also shallow and self-serv- 
ing. Where can we find good ex- 
amples of Christians, whether in 
CCM or the secular marketplace, 
who have shown the kind of integ- 
rity and discipleship we're seeking? 
Here are a few examples of artists 
who I think have demonstrated in- 
tegrity in word and deed: 


Keith Green: While this artist 
passed away a number of years ago, 
the ministry Last Days, which he 
founded with his wife Melody, con- 
tinues today. Green provided a great 
example of a Christian living a life of 
discipleship. He was quoted as say- 
ing “I repent of ever having recorded 
one single song, and ever having per- 
formed one concert, if my music, and 
more importantly, my life, has not 
provoked you into Godly jealousy or 
to sell out more completely to Jesus!” 

Green matched his words with his 
actions, often giving his music away 
and saying: “If you praise and wor- 
ship Jesus with your mouth and your 
life does not praise and worship him, 
there’s something wrong!” During 
the last months of his life, Green’s 
passion turned to a desire of pro- 
claiming God’s love to those without 
Him in the streets, the prisons, and 
the nations. Green died in a plane 
crash in 1982, but his example of a 
truly committed disciple of Christ is 
remembered by many today. 

Emmylou Harris: Born in 
Alabama, Harris has been record- 
ing country/folk music for 30 years, 
and he was one of the first artists to 
bridge country/folk with pop/rock 
music, Harris’ latest CD includes 
tracks that emphasize her person- 
al faith, including “O Evangeline,” 
an ode to a woman who persevered 
with faith through life crises, and 
“Lost Unto This World,” a song of 
innocence lost, which includes the 
lyrics, “Can I get no witness this un- 
holy tale to tell?/ Was God the only 
one there watching and weeping as 
I fell?” Harris’ personal beliefs are 
also reflected both in her avoidance 
of some of the glamour surround- 
ing the music business and through 


her efforts to ban landmines around 
the world. 

U2: Addressing spiritual and po- 
litical issues from their first release 
(Boy), U2’s music continues to chal- 
lenge and confront complacency in 
a fallen world. Although told early 
on by their original faith commu- 
nity that they could not reconcile 
popular music and Christian faith, 
U2 has become a prominent wit- 
ness within the music community. 
Lead singer Bono (Paul Hewson) 
has been active in Jubilee 2000, a 
campaign to forgive foreign debt 
based on the biblical concept of the 
jubilee year, and in campaigns to re- 
lieve the suffering in Africa of AIDS 
victims and those experiencing se- 
vere poverty. 

These artists are by no means 
perfect, but they provide examples 
of musicians who have struggled to 
be faithful both to God and to their 
musical artistry. 


Please remember these upcoming 
concerts: 

Ron Sexsmith: November 24 at 
Starlight, Waterloo. 

Badly Drawn Boy: November 26 
at Phoenix Concert Theatre. 

Martha's Trouble: December 1 at 
Junction Cafe, Hamilton. 

Toronto Mendelssohn Choir: 
December 7, Fesitval of Carols, at 
Yorkminster Park Baptist Church, 
Toronto; December 15, Handel's 
Messiah at Roy Thomson Hall, 
Toronto; One World, One Music 
atJohn W.H. Bassett Threatre, 
Toronto; March 24 and 26, St. 
Matthew Passion at Roy Thomson 
Hall. 

Switchfoot: December 8 at Kool 
Haus, Toronto, « 


Page 10 


Varsity teams take 
three of four games 


BY LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


On November 12 and _ 13, 
Redeemer hosted its fourth annual 
alumni-versus-varsity weekend. It 
was a time for former members of 
the men’s and women’s varsity bas- 
ketball and volleyball teams to re- 
turn to the school to play a friendly 
but very competitive game against 
the current teams. 

At times, this can lead to coach- 
es-versus-players scenarios. Two 
such occasions occurred on Friday 
night when the men’s and women’s 
volleyball team squared off against 


ane 


The varsity women’s basketball team emerge victorious against the alumni team, which 


SPORTS 


Alumni and Varsity Athletes Square Off 


those who came before them. 
Assistant Coach Betty Steenbeek, 
Head Coach Nathan Siebenga, and 
Team Physiotherapist Mike Bakker 
joined their respective alumni vol- 
leyball teams to do battle with the 
current varsity teams. Both games 
were hard-fought with the women’s 
varsity team coming out victorious 
in five close sets (26-28, 29-27, 25-20, 
19-25, and 15-10), while the men’s 
varsity team was defeated by the 
alumni in four (16-25, 27-25, 25-18, 
and 25-14). Coach Siebenga led all 
players with eight kills. 

On Saturday afternoon, the men’s 
and women’s varsity basketball 
teams battled against their respective 
alumni teams. The women’s game 
showcased two-time Redeemer 
MVP and OCAA AIl-Star Anita Kralt 


and former Athletics Coordinator 
Frances Manias-Jackson. After two 
entertaining halves, the women’s 
varsity team emerged as the win- 
ners with a final score of 61-42. 
Hannah Flemming and Jenn Ranter 
were the scoring leaders with 20 and 
18 points, respectively, while Anita 
Kralt was third with 16 points. 
During the first-half it was appar- 
ent that the passing of time has not 
been too kind to the alumni’s bas- 
ketball skills, but by the second-half, 
the rust had been shaken off and the 
team began to find rhythm. 

The men’s game was much closer, 
ending in a 62-56 win for the varsity 
team. OCAA West Region Scoring 
All-Star Eric Bulthuis finished the 
game with 24 points, which was 
well ahead of his seasonal average 


LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


featured former Redeemer star Anita Kralt and former Athletics Coordinator Frances Manias-Jackson. 


It pays to BANK at DUCA 


Advantage #8 
STUDENT ACCOUNTS 


(Banking solutions that make sense for you) 


of 16.6 points per game when he 
played for the varsity team. It was 
apparent that time had dulled his 
abilities, though only slightly, for 
he still proved to be a big threat on 
the court. Matt Bergman was the top 
scorer for the varsity team with 18 
points, 


The alumni basketball team suffers a close defeat at 
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In all, the alumni-versus-varsity 
weekend was entertaining both for 
athletes and for spectators. Coach 
Moses Silva was very pleased to 
have the opportunity to see many 
athletes that he used to coach on the 
court again, and he is already look- 
ing forward to next year’s games ¢ ? 
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mercy of the varsity team. The final score was 62-56. 


STUDENT PRIMELINE AT PRIME 


DUCA Financial Services offers students the flexibility of their PrimeLine. This line of credit 
gives you access to up to $5,000 per year in credit, with a guarantor’s signature. Activate 

your line of credit by writing a cheque, paying a bill through our OnLine Banking program, 

making an ATM withdrawl or a point of sale purchase. All this is available at bank prime. 


AUTOMATED SERVICES 


Today’s technology allows easy access to your DUCA account. You can use our Telephone 
Teller, or OnLine Banking program to access your account 24 hours per day. You can 
schedule bill payments or make transfers through DUCA’s automated services. If you ever 
need to visit our branches, DUCA has a branch in Burlington, a short drive from 


Redeemer’s Campus. 


Burlington Branch | 


2017 Mount Forest Drive 
Mount Royal Plaza 

Tel. (905) 315-7981 
www.duca.com 


Come bank with us. 


DUCA 


Financial Services 
..your Credit Union! 
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Redeemer Volleyball Teams Look to Future 


Men take game 
against Niagara, 
while women lose 
but eye playoff spot 


BY JEFF SIEGER 


After a slow start, the Redeemer 
Royals men’s varsity volleyball team 
has quickly reasserted itself as one of 
the best teams in the province. 

Following a hard three-game se- 
ries loss to Fanshawe (20-25, 22-25, 
18-25), Redeemer looked doomed to 
repeat what had happened against 
Niagara two Tuesdays ago. After los- 
ing the first two games with scores 
of 25-16 and 25-19, Redeemer trailed 
early in the third game. Suddenly, 
something changed in the Royals. 

Redeemer stormed back to take 
the third game 25-20, and the atmo- 
sphere began to change. Between ex- 
hibition and regular season games, 
Redeemer had lost ten straight 
games before winning the third 
against Niagara. Sometimes all it 
takes is one win to snap a team out 
of a slump. 

In the fourth game, Niagara led 
late, and it looked as though the 
match was going to slip away from 
the Royals. Redeemer again proved 
resilient and refused to lose. An 
amazing dig by Joel Martins was fol- 
lowed by a gorgeous tip kill by Dave 
Berghout, and while that point did 
not win the game, it seemed to be the 
final nail in Niagara's coffin. 

Redeemer closed out the game 
28-26 and then went on to dominate 
the fifth and deciding game. With 
over 200 fans roaring after every 
Redeemer point, the Royals pressed 
on and stormed out to an early lead. 

Up 14-9 and one point away from 
the match, the Royals ran a play that 
they had not used in a game situ- 
ation all year, It is a play in which 
Shawn Klingenberg starts in the 
middle, steps around setter Kyle 


Kloostra to the outside, and hits back 
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cross-court. Despite the fact that they 
had never done this outside of prac- 
tice, the play was perfectly executed, 
and Klingenberg put away the point 
and the match, 

Klingenberg explained that the 
turning point in the match may not 
have come during the third game 
comeback but after the second game, 
when Coach Nathan Siebenga spoke 
to his players. “After our second loss, 
the coach told us to pull together, 
and I guess we pulled together as 
a team and managed to come back. 
We played as well as we should have 
been playing the whole game.” 

Evidently the coach's words 
proved extremely helpful, and 


the momentum didn’t stop with 
Niagara. The men followed their up- 
lifting comeback victory by defeat- 
ing George Brown last Wednesday 
in three straight games, 25-17, 25-16, 
and 25-23. 

The difference between playing in 
front of an almost nonexistent crowd 
at George Brown and a_ packed 
house at Redeemer was noticed by 
the Royals. “It’s pretty intense (at 
Redeemer); it’s loud in there,” said 
Berghout. “We feed off it.” 

Klingenberg agreed, When asked 
if the crowd adds intensity to his 
game, he said, “Definitely. I think it 
does for me personally, and for the 
whole team, too.” 


On the women’s side of things, 
their game against Niagara was 
not as successful. Coming off of a 
key road win against the Sault on 
November 9, the girls lost a tough 
match against Niagara 20-25, 21-25, 
25-23, and 20-25. 

It was a close game, and while 
the Royals did not play poorly, it is a 
match that they could have won. “It 
was a really bad serving game. We 
gave away a lot of points by miss- 
ing serves,” said middle Allison 
Lammers. “It was an upsetting loss.” 

The loss was especially upset- 
ting considering whom they played. 
While one might think that Mohawk 
is Redeemer’s main rival, this does 


not appear to be the case. 

“They are definitely our arch-rival 
team,” explained Janelle Stoter. “We 
want to beat them every year; they 
always seem to edge in on us.” 

With that in mind, it might be a 
good idea for fans of our women’s 
team to circle February 19 on their 
calendars. That’s when the Royals 
play on the road at Niagara in their 
final game of the season, and there is 
a good possibility that a playoff spot 
will be hanging in the balance. 

As for the near future, Redeemer 
has three home games to go before 
the Christmas break, as they host 
Nippising, Canadore, and Lambton 
over the next week. € ” 


Royals Hockey is Flying 


Hockey team cleans 
up play in time for 
face-off against 
Calvin 


BY JOSEPH GROENEVELD 


If you look at their record, you 
might think that they’re having an 
off-year. However, that’s not the 
case. The Royals hockey team is 
playing great despite their record of 
four wins, three losses and two ties, 
and they are improving in many 
areas. 

Defensively, they are playing a 
solid man-to-man system, which 
decreases the opposing team’s num- 
ber of scoring chances. The breakout 
system is also improving as players 
learn their positions. Furthermore, 
the fore-checking system that the 
forwards are exercising is proving 
very successful. It is frustrating the 
opposition’s defensemen because the 
Royals are covering all of their pass- 
ing options. This has led to several 
goals for the Royals. Additionally, 


they are communicating more effec- 
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tively with one another. 

Most importantly, under the di- 
rection of Coach Ron Oppertshauser, 
the team is striving to play a more 
sportsmanlike and disciplined style 
of hockey, This is proven by the fact 
that the team has the second lowest 
number of penalty minutes in the 
twelve-team league! In the past, the 
Royals were known in the league as 
a dirty, trash-talking team. This has 
not been the case so far this season, 
and hopefully it will not change. 

The past few Fridays have been 
examples of the Royals’ improved 
play. Two weeks ago they faced-off 
against the St. George Hawks and 
controlled most of the game. The 
Hawks saw very few scoring chanc- 
es because of a whole team effort in 
defense. The Royals won the game 
5-2, 

Last Friday they went up against 
the first-place Dundas Stars. The 
Stars lead the league in “goals for,” 
with an average of almost five goals 
per game. The Royals were pre- 
pared for the quick-shooting team 
and played a stellar defensive game. 
They covered the Stars players the 
entire game and gave them only a 
few scoring chances. Even though 
the ice was very soft and the puck 
bounced the whole night, they still 
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managed several superb scoring 
chances; for example, Scott Reckman 
fired a shot off the post in the sec- 
ond period. In addition, Cory D. 
McArthur played his best game of 
the year between the pipes. After 
an hour of hockey neither team had 
scored, and the intense game ended 
in a 0-0 draw. 

The team’s excellent play comes 
at an opportune time: the Calvin 
College Knights travel here this 
weekend for a hockey showdown. 
Last year, Calvin was the best col- 
lege team in the United States! 
(Ironically, their best player hails 
from Ancaster.) They play four days 
per week, whereas the Royals hit 
the ice only three times every two 
weeks. The Knights are the best team 
in their league again this year and 
have an all-around solid line-up. 

Playing against a team such as 
Calvin’s is a challenge that will only 
help the Royals in the long run. 
They will be forced to play their best 
hockey this weekend, so expect en- 
tertaining games, and be prepared 
to see some blistering body checks, 
especially from Tommy Smith, Scott 
Reckman, and Dennis Harrington, 
who regularly enjoy throwing their 
weight around. 

So come out this weekend for 


some fun and fellowship with fellow 
Christians; invite all your friends and 
relatives! The first game is Friday 
night at 10:15 p.m. at Wentworth 
Triple Rinks. On Saturday they play 
at 7 p.m. in Caledonia at the new 
Almas Arena. After the game there 
will be a 45-minute skate for all of 
the fans and the players, so get out 
your skates for some fun! 

If you need directions to the rink, 
you can go to the Athletic Centre, 
but in case you forget to, I'll give 
them to you quickly: Turn left out 
of Redeemer’s campus, take Rymal 
Road to Upper James, and turn 
right onto Upper James, which 
then changes into Highway 6. Take 
Highway 6 for about 15 kilometres 
and keep going straight into down- 
town Caledonia via Argyle Street. 
Take Argyle (go over the bridge), 
turn left onto Haddington Street 
(which is just after the McDonald’s 
restaurant), and the arena is just 
up the hill on the left side. The trek 
should take about 20 minutes from 
Redeemer. 

Every player on the hockey team 
thanks all of the fans for their sup- 
port this season, and we hope to con- 
tinue to provide you with exciting 
hockey this weekend and for the rest 
of the year. GO ROYALS GO! ¢€ * 


Cheering Fans Make 
the Difference 


Games are just not 
the same without 
them 


BY JEFF SIEGER 


I honestly believe that this school 
has the best fans in the Ontario 
Colleges Athletic Association. The 
large, noisy crowds combine with 
the acoustics of the gym to make 
an incredible noise that is not often 
heard at the collegiate level in 
Canada. 

Not only are the fans of Redeemer 
among the loudest, but also they are 
the most positive. The fans never 
give up on their players, consistently 
supporting Redeemer through wins 
and losses. With that said, there is 
a definite trend developing in terms 
of the number of fans attending the 
games for each sport. 

While I am normally behind a 
desk talking into a microphone at 
home sporting events, I was fortu- 
nate enough to be in the stands for 
the fifth and deciding game of the 
men’s volleyball team’s game against 
Niagara. The energy, the support, 
and the noise that were generat- 
ed in the stands during that fifth 
game were incredible and definite- 
ly played a part in lifting our team 
to victory. 

This leads me to my challenge to 
you, the students, faculty, staff, and 
alumni, and anyone else who has 
anything to do with Redeemer. As 
an athlete, 1 know that playing in 
front of a big crowd is a feeling that 
is simply amazing. | would love it 
if every athlete in this school, male 


and female, had a chance to experi- 
ence that. 

Below this article is a schedule 
of the remaining home games for 
Redeemer’s varsity and club teams 
before the Christmas break. I would 
love it if there were 200 people (or 
more) in the stands at every one of 
these games. I've seen it happen with 
men’s volleyball games—now let's 
see it happen with men’s basketball, 
women’s basketball and volleyball, 
and also our club teams. 

I understand that not everybody 
enjoys or even understands these 
sports, but that does not matter. Grab 
your favourite instrument (whether 
it’s a drum or two metal pots), and 
come out and make as much noise 
as possible. If you don’t know what's 
going on, just make a lot of noise 
when everybody else does. 

Residence Advisors and Housing 
Assistants can turn varsity and 
club games into dorm events. For 
those of you who live off campus, 
you can take the Attridge bus to 
Meadowlands and head home from 
there. I know that everyone is busy 
and that sometimes it is impossible 
to make a game, but I believe that ev- 
erybody can make it to at least one 
of the games that are scheduled for 
the rest of this semester. If everybody 
were to do that, then we should have 
200 people at each game. 

Remember: these are your teams. 
These aren’t some multi-million- 
aire athletes who are pampered 
and spoiled. These are your class- 
mates, your friends, your friends’ 
friends, and your Christian broth- 
ers and sisters. Let's show them that 
we recognize all of the time and ef- 
fort they put in, and that we appre- 
ciate them. «? 


¢ Wednesday, December 1: Men's Basketball vs. Lambton, 8 


¢ Saturday, N 
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* Thursday, Shalini: 2: Men's Club B'S vs. Tyndale, 
8 p.m. | 


Redeemer’ first ever 


Pub Night, organized by Student 


JENNIFER WEENING 


Life, was held on Monday, November 15 in the Caf. Hosted by our 
resident Brit, Matt Pamplin, the evening was a test of students’ 


knowledge of all kinds of trivia. 


Meet My Malicious 
Roommate 


He’s the meanest 
guy in the whole 
world 


BY SAM FRISK 


My roommate is not very nice to 
me sometimes. Occasionally he does 
things that could be construed as 
malicious. By “occasionally” I mean 
just about every day. I think he may 
be the meanest guy in the whole 
world. 

[ was sick yesterday. I was so sick 
that I lost my voice. This little incon- 
venience made communication dif- 
ficult for me throughout the day. 
Luckily, most people were very un- 
derstanding and voiced their hope 
that I would get better soon. 

Not my roommate though. He 
made sure that any conversation he 
had with me was from all the way 
across the room. He seemed to feel 
the need to poke fun at my wheez- 
ing voice by telling me to “Speak up, 
buddy! I can’t hear you.” That was a 
mean thing to do. 

Last Tuesday, the garbage can in 
the kitchen was so full that it was 
overflowing. My roommate's chore 
last week was to take out the gar- 
bage. Sometimes my roommate 
needs a little reminder to help him 
get his chore done. I let him know 
that the garbage was full and need- 
ed to be taken out. 

He grunted in acknowledgement 
and continued to play video games. 
Over the course of the day, I remind- 
ed him thirty-seven more times of 
the state of the garbage in our kitch- 
en. After the thirty-seventh time, my 
roommate yelled at me quite angrily 
and told me that he would take out 
the garbage when he was good and 
ready. That was a mean thing to do. 

My roommate cooks on 
Wednesdays. This Wednesday my 
roommate made chili for dinner. I 
like chili. I like chili an awful lot. As I 
came home from class, I was excited 


| BY KYLE SCHROEDER 


3 tbsp bhili powder 


2 lbs ground beef 
1/2 bag of corn 


2 cans kidney beans 
2 cans brown beans 
2 tbsp oregano 


Schroeder's Award- 
Winning Chili 


Dorm 3’s winning Chili Cook-off recipe 


3 cans tomato sauce, preferably hot and spicy 
2 green and red peppers, diced 
2 tbsp cayenne pepper 


2 cans chopped mushrooms 
2 pkgs. sausages, skin removed 


1 whole onion, chopped 


Salt and pepper to taste 


Brown both the ground beef and the sausage. In a large pot, 
combine the sauce and all the spices. Let the ingredients simmeron | 
| low. Then add corn, peppers, mushrooms, onion, beans, ground 
beef, and sausage. Cover the pot and let it simmer on low for about | 
| 60-90 minutes, stirring every few minutes to keep from burning, 


about the prospect of hot chili wait- 
ing for me. 

Unfortunately, I arrived home to 
find that dinner was already over 
and that no chili was left for me. 
My roommate kindly informed me 
that he had hidden a bowl away 
for me so that I would have some- 
thing to eat. I was overwhelmed by 
his kindness. I sat down to eat the 
chili as he poured himself a glass of 
milk. Rather quickly, I learned that 
my roommate had put some sort of 
special pepper sauce in my chili and 
that the glass of milk he was drink- 
ing was the last bit of milk in our 
house. He laughed as I held my face 
under the faucet of our kitchen sink. 
That was a mean thing to do. 

Last Friday, I had a big midterm. 
I was worried about this test, so | 
was taking my studying pretty seri- 
ously. Around 7 p.m., I took a short 
break to go outside and have a can 
of pop. When I came back inside to 
resume my studying, I found that 
my roommate had flushed all of my 
notes down the toilet. He was laugh- 
ing heartily as the last page of my 
notes disappeared into the swirling 
vortex. I almost cried when I failed 
my midterm. My roommate thought 
that was so funny that, the next 
night, he flushed all the notes for my 
other classes down the toilet. That 
was a mean thing to do, 

Yesterday was Sunday. | went to 
church. My roommate did not. He 
stayed home and murdered a kit- 
ten. After that, he poured gasoline 
all over my bed and lit it on fire, Our 
house burned down. When I got 
back from church, I discovered that 
the only earthly possessions I still 
owned were the clothes I was wear- 
ing and the Bible I was carrying. My 
roommate pushed me into the mud 
and kicked my Bible around like a 
soccer ball. That was a mean thing 
to do. 

My roommate is very mean. He 
does many things that kind people 
do not do. I am entirely certain that 
he is the meanest person in the en- 
tire world. €? 


“You have a footnote. You don’t need Loney when you have 
a footnote.” — Dr. Doug Loney 


“Yeah, I think girls’ father’s incomes should be published 
beside their pictures in the Bod book.” — Rob Joustra 


“How can I be a biology major if I can’t torture rabbits?” 
“Something rattles in my car...but it’s not that important 


because it still runs.” — Michelle Westra 


“Sam, if I were to put honey on bread, how would I do it?” 


‘Are you all shaking too, or am I in love?” — Prof. Hugh 


“This class is so boring her foot is falling asleep.” — Dr. 


; 
ACROSS 
1. Great brilliance 
6. Ice or 014 follower 
9. TV's Batgirl 


14. 
15, 
16. 
17. 
18. 
1, 
20. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
26. 
30. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
og. 
. Unit of work 

. Milton’s dismal, gloomy 


Doggie 

Sheep talk” 

In a slow tempo 

Gem state ~ 

Vain person 

Vesuviugad Etna’s home 
Not a “model” quality 
“Parent Trap” actress 
Thanksgiving dessert 
Russian ruler 

Pilgrims’ action at Plymouth 
Rough wave 

Fencing sword 

Scottish lord 

Kimono gash 

“You're'so __” 
Containing urea 

Helicon 
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IVERSIONS 


NOTABLE QUOTABLES 


“I can see the posters now: ‘Loney’s lectures: All trivia, all 
the time.’” — Dr. Doug Loney 


— Lisa Bacon 


— Rob Joustra 


Cook 


Benne Faber 


42. Cog 
43. Celestial 
45. Jewish city section 


13. Non-Jews (slang) 
21. Help 
25. Adamine 


46. Court 26. Formal reception 
47. Born 27. Not together 
48. Tribunal 28. Whinny 
51. Memory improvement system 29. Mew 
57. Astud 30. Pustule 
58. P. Diddy diamonds 31. Numerate 
59. Droid 32. Monastery head 
60, ___ Carlo 33. Grand or upright 
61. Boy 35. Gym device 
62. Author Jong 38. Carbamide 
63. Danewort 39. Peg 
64. Non-professional 41. Percussionist 
65. Stoneworker 42. Rule 
44, Liken 
DOWN 45. Jewel 
1. Saga 47. Penniless 
2. Finale 48. Celebrity 
3, Silt 49, Weight of twelve grains 
4, Pang 50. Cleave 
5. Hamlets 52. College athletic org. 
6. Shame 53. Movie about James Joyce 
7. Fear 54. Storklike bird 
8. Seat for relaxing 55. __ Chanel 
9. Mood 56, Eminem hit 


10, Hit the sack 
11. Stage between oral and phallic 
12. It will (contraction) 


SOLUTION ON PAGE 5 
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